
 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

UNITED NATIONS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVES JAMAICA'S RESOLUTION FOR 

GLOBAL TOURISM RESILIENCE DAY 

 

February 17 officially declared Global Tourism Resilience Day 

 

Above: Jamaica's Minister of Tourism, Hon. Edmund Bartlett, delivers his presentation on Monday, February 6, 2023, at the United Nations General 

Assembly for the adoption of the resolution on Global Tourism Resilience Day. 

NEW YORK, U.S., February 7, 2023 – After months of advocacy, high-level discussions 

and partnerships, Jamaica has been successful in receiving the necessary support to 

https://cklvs04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com/Ctc/RH+113/cKLvS04/VWJdk36qgVVpW8q-4Qy2YjNKvW69sl4k4WM4SxMfRfly3lScGV1-WJV7CgTV3W3shZgC8LCnMmW5_LlT47jxRbLW4lX0PT86czg4W2y7D-x7HpMHdW6PBbrl13HNk8W20Dwc16N_KZGW4KYyrW2BXxVPV2G4fR56HPwtW4lVZZM3qZz2gW1sbzc58MXHGPV1tmRs9h8Wn3N6ZBpGm_qMrtV3D2mS6rj9hgW5Nf8qJ1p6-G6W4CMnTh2_CFCWW65dkWF7wgSlMW4xKX9J7Cx0XvW5Rv77w74BwBSW2l2_GP7y2vs2W2mFL9w1v6_p4W7m_y3_8Jr145N2cLDhwgKwdHN1XnXtbjJtgHW3Qq59S5sbNBlW6k83hz5RtH9zW96rNQw7GZmD5W77fD1n3cqm3-W8Q8wjb2NVKVY3mG11
https://cklvs04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com/Ctc/RH+113/cKLvS04/VWJdk36qgVVpW8q-4Qy2YjNKvW69sl4k4WM4SxMfRfly3lScGV1-WJV7CgTV3W3shZgC8LCnMmW5_LlT47jxRbLW4lX0PT86czg4W2y7D-x7HpMHdW6PBbrl13HNk8W20Dwc16N_KZGW4KYyrW2BXxVPV2G4fR56HPwtW4lVZZM3qZz2gW1sbzc58MXHGPV1tmRs9h8Wn3N6ZBpGm_qMrtV3D2mS6rj9hgW5Nf8qJ1p6-G6W4CMnTh2_CFCWW65dkWF7wgSlMW4xKX9J7Cx0XvW5Rv77w74BwBSW2l2_GP7y2vs2W2mFL9w1v6_p4W7m_y3_8Jr145N2cLDhwgKwdHN1XnXtbjJtgHW3Qq59S5sbNBlW6k83hz5RtH9zW96rNQw7GZmD5W77fD1n3cqm3-W8Q8wjb2NVKVY3mG11


have February 17 officially declared Global Tourism Resilience Day. The United Nations 

General Assembly (UNGA) adopted the resolution on February 6 with the support of 

over 90 countries. 

  

This is the first ever Global Tourism Resilience Day, which will now be recognized every 

year on February 17.  

  

Following a presentation at the UNGA's 58th Plenary meeting in New York on February 

6, the Hon. Edmund Bartlett, Jamaica's Minister of Tourism, highlighted the importance 

of the declaration. 

  

"Today's announcement will in fact signal to the world to put aside one day, February 17, 

every year, to not just observe but to create a greater level of consciousness around 

resilience. The pandemic has shown us that global disruptions will continue, so there will 

be more epidemics, pandemics and earthquakes, like the one in Turkey this week. The 

importance of this day is therefore to encourage capacity-building for the world to be 

better able to respond to these global disruptions and recover quickly." 

Above: Minister of Tourism, the Hon. Edmund Bartlett (third from the right) and Permanent Resident of Jamaica to the United Nations, Ambassador 

Brian Wallace (centre) pause for a moment before the adoption of the resolution on Global Tourism Resilience Day at the United Nations 

headquarters in New York. Core group members that supported the resolution include (left to right): Deputy Permanent Resident for Spain, 

Permanent Resident for Portugal (front), Permanent Resident for Greece, Permanent Resident for Croatia, Permanent Resident for the Dominican 

Republic, Permanent Resident for Botswana and Permanent Resident for Malta. 

Tourism is one of the world's major economic sectors. In 2019, the industry accounted 

for seven percent of global trade and one in 10 jobs. However, tourism also remains one 

of the most vulnerable industries, and this has been evident over the years with the 

negative impact of climatic events like hurricanes, earthquakes, pandemics and 

economic recessions. 

  

"If we are to future-proof the sustainability of tourism," Minister Bartlett added, "now is 

the time to give greater consideration for building resilience, and it is especially more 

critical for tourism-dependent countries like Jamaica, whose economic livelihood rests 

on the survival of the industry. This is indeed a huge step in coalescing global support 

every year on the important matter, and I thank all our stakeholders and partners who 

worked to make this happen." 



  

The Global Tourism Resilience & Crisis Management Centre (GTRCMC), headquartered 

in Kingston, has been a major driver in calls for capacity-building in tourism resilience. 

Born from the Montego Bay Declaration, the GTRCMC was established to address these 

inevitable disruptions through preparedness, management and recovery strategies. 

  

"The GTRCMC has been the unwavering global voice for tourism resilience," said 

Professor Lloyd Waller, Executive Director of the GTRCMC, "and to have achieved a 

day focused on bolstering our efforts will encourage more partnerships among countries 

to build capacity through research and the coming together of the best minds." 

  

This is the second designation attributed to the efforts of Jamaica since the designation 

of the International Year of Human Rights in 1968. The designation also comes ahead of 

the upcoming Global Tourism Resilience Conference, which will be held at the University 

of the West Indies' Regional Headquarters in Kingston from February 15 to 17, 2023. 

For more information about Jamaica, go to visitjamaica.com.  

About The Jamaica Tourist Board 

The Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB), founded in 1955, is Jamaica’s national tourism agency based in the capital city 

of Kingston. JTB offices are also located in Montego Bay, Miami, Toronto and London. Representative offices are 

located in Berlin, Barcelona, Rome, Amsterdam, Mumbai, Tokyo and Paris.  

  

In 2021, the JTB was declared ‘World’s Leading Cruise Destination,’ ‘World’s Leading Family Destination’ and 

‘World’s Leading Wedding Destination’ for the second consecutive year by the World Travel Awards, which also 

named it the ‘Caribbean’s Leading Tourist Board’ for the 14th consecutive year; and the ‘Caribbean’s Leading 

Destination’ for the 16th consecutive year; as well as the ‘Caribbean’s Best Nature Destination’ and the 

‘Caribbean’s Best Adventure Tourism Destination.’ In addition, Jamaica was awarded four gold 2021 Travvy 

Awards, including ‘Best Destination, Caribbean/Bahamas,’ ‘Best Culinary Destination –Caribbean,’ Best Travel 

Agent Academy Program,’; as well as a TravelAge West WAVE award for ‘International Tourism Board Providing 

the Best Travel Advisor Support’ for a record-setting 10th time. In 2020, the Pacific Area Travel Writers 

Association (PATWA) named Jamaica the 2020 ‘Destination of the Year for Sustainable Tourism’. In 2019, 

TripAdvisor® ranked Jamaica as the #1 Caribbean Destination and #14 Best Destination in the World. Jamaica is 

home to some of the world’s best accommodations, attractions and service providers that continue to receive 

prominent global recognition. 

  

For details on upcoming special events, attractions and accommodations in Jamaica go to the JTB’s Website 

at www.visitjamaica.com or call the Jamaica Tourist Board at 1-800-JAMAICA (1-800-526-2422). Follow the JTB 

on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest and YouTube. 
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