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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   
 

JAMAICA’s UK TRAVEL BAN TO BE LIFTED STARTING MAY 1 
 

 
KINGSTON, JAMAICA – APRIL 29, 2021 – Jamaica’s travel ban on the United Kingdom (UK) that is slated 

to come to an end tomorrow, April 30, will not be extended. This means that the ban, which was 

instituted as part of the measures under Jamaica’s Disaster Risk Management Act, will be lifted as of 

May 1, 2021.  

 

Speaking on the significance of the lifting of the ban, Minister of Tourism, Hon Edmund Bartlett said, 

“On Saturday May 1, Jamaica will reopen its borders to international visitors from the United Kingdom. 

This will enable the critical gateways of Heathrow and Gatwick airports, to have transit for passengers 

coming through and who are fully compliant with health and safety protocols required for international 

travel.” 

 

The ban brought travel between Jamaica and the UK to a halt and was done as part of the island’s 

efforts to reduce the spread of COVID-19. Several countries around the globe have also been forced to 

institute similar travel bans as apart of their COVID-19 management measures. However, with the global 

deployment of COVID-19 vaccines there has been an increase in confidence as it relates to travel and 

tourism. 

 

 “Jamaica’s position at this time is critical in relation to the opening up of the summer tourist season and 

in fact, the importance of enabling the diaspora, particularly the strong British clientele that have always 

come to the island. The lifting of the ban is also against the background of the improved vaccination 



programme in the UK and the fact that pretty close to 50% of UK residents have received their second 

dose of vaccinations.”  

 

Since reopening its borders last June, Jamaica has welcomed approximately 1.5million visitors under the 

island’s robust health and safety protocols. 

 

“The opening of the borders is important in the context of not just Jamaica’s tourism but Caribbean 

tourism, as so many of these countries benefit from transiting through Jamaica for British and European 

nationals.  

It is important also against the background of the recent call by the Caribbean Tourism Organization 

urging a review of the categorization of Caribbean countries by the UK; given the fact that we have the 

lowest death rates and highest recovery rates and exemplary COVID-19 management,” added Minister 

Bartlett.  

 
 
 
About Jamaica Tourist Board   
The Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB), founded in 1955, is Jamaica’s national tourism agency based in the 
capital city of Kingston. JTB offices are also located in Montego Bay, Miami, Toronto and London. 
Representative offices are located in Berlin, Barcelona, Rome, Amsterdam, Mumbai, Tokyo and Paris. 
 
Last year, the JTB was declared the Caribbean’s Leading Tourist Board by the World Travel Awards 
(WTA) for the thirteenth consecutive year and Jamaica was named the Caribbean’s Leading Destination 
for the fifteenth consecutive year as well as the Caribbean’s Best Spa Destination and the Caribbean’s 
Best MICE Destination. As well, Jamaica copped the WTA’s World's Leading Wedding Destination, the 
World’s Leading Cruise Destination and the World's Leading Family Destination. Additionally, Jamaica 
was awarded three gold 2020 Travvy Awards for Best Culinary Destination, Caribbean/ Bahamas; Best 
Tourism Board Overall and Best Tourism Board, Caribbean/ Bahamas. The Pacific Area Travel Writers 
Association (PATWA) named Jamaica the 2020 Destination of the Year for Sustainable Tourism. In 
2019, TripAdvisor® ranked Jamaica as the #1 Caribbean Destination and #14 Best Destination in the 
World. Jamaica is home to some of the world’s best accommodations, attractions and service providers 
that continue to receive prominent global recognition.  
   
For details on upcoming special events, attractions and accommodations in Jamaica go to the JTB’s 
Website at www.visitjamaica.com or call the Jamaica Tourist Board at 1-800-JAMAICA (1-800-526-
2422).  Follow the JTB on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest and YouTube. View the JTB blog 
at www.islandbuzzjamaica.com.  
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