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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JAMAICA WELCOMES END TO PRE-ARRIVAL COVID TESTING REQUIREMENT
Mask Mandate Will Also End

KINGSTON, JAMAICA, April 14, 2022 — Effective April 16, 2022, international visitors to
Jamaica will no longer be required to present a negative result from a COVID-19 Antigen or
PCR test conducted within 72 hours prior to their travel to enter the island. Additionally,
Jamaica’s mandate to wear a mask in enclosed public spaces will also end on April 15,
2022.

“Eliminating mask mandates and the need for travellers to present a negative COVID test
result are important strides toward our continued gradual relaxation of travel protocols as
the spread of COVID-19 keeps declining,” said the Hon. Edmund Bartlett, Minister of
Tourism, Jamaica. “We are optimistic that these simpler requirements will serve to increase
the appeal of Jamaica as a premier destination and keep us moving along the road to a
stronger recovery for both the tourism sector and the nation’s economy as a whole.”

All other public health measures remain in place, including the requirement for public
establishments to provide hand-washing stations or hand sanitizing equipment for anyone
entering the premises. Visitors and residents are also encouraged to continue to exercise
caution and observe best practices for health and safety.

Jamaica has recently eliminated travel-related quarantines and the requirement for
travellers to complete and receive approval of a Travel Authorization Form for entry to the
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island. It also shortened the isolation period required for travellers who test positive for
COVID-19 while in Jamaica, in keeping with CDC recommended guidelines, and eliminated
quarantine restrictions for fully vaccinated business travellers who present a negative PCR
test taken within 3 days of travel to Jamaica.

“As we review our Jamaica CARES program and travel protocols regularly, taking these
actions was the logical next step to keep Jamaica aligned with best practices globally,”
noted Donovan White, Director of Tourism, Jamaica Tourist Board. “Many destinations in
the Caribbean region and around the world have been easing travel requirements, so this
change will help us ensure that Jamaica retains its leadership position among the world’s
top tourism destinations.”

Just last week, the United States Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
downgraded Jamaica to a Level 1 designation in its latest COVID-19 travel advisory to
citizens due to the country having low cases of the virus. Joining just a handful of countries
around the world at Level 1, Jamaica’s case levels have steadily decreased in recent
months.

The health and safety of every Jamaican and every visitor to the country remains the
island’s top priority through its comprehensive Jamaica CARES program. Jamaica

CARES is a nationwide response to COVID-19 that includes the island’s comprehensive
health and safety protocols which were among the first to receive the World Travel &
Tourism Council’s Safe Travels recognition and allowed the island to safely reopen in June
of 2020.

For more information about Jamaica, go to www.visitiamaica.com.

About The Jamaica Tourist Board

The Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB), founded in 1955, is Jamaica’s national tourism agency based in the
capital city of Kingston. JTB offices are also located in Montego Bay, Miami, Toronto and London.
Representative offices are located in Berlin, Barcelona, Rome, Amsterdam, Mumbai, Tokyo and Paris.
In 2021, the JTB was declared ‘World’s Leading Cruise Destination,” ‘World’s Leading Family Destination’
and ‘World’s Leading Wedding Destination’ for the second consecutive year by the World Travel Awards,
which also named it the ‘Caribbean’s Leading Tourist Board’ for the 14th consecutive year; and the
‘Caribbean’s Leading Destination’ for the 16th consecutive year; as well as the ‘Caribbean’s Best Nature
Destination’ and the ‘Caribbean’s Best Adventure Tourism Destination.’” In addition, Jamaica was
awarded four gold 2021 Travvy Awards, including ‘Best Destination, Caribbean/Bahamas,’ ‘Best Culinary
Destination —Caribbean,” Best Travel Agent Academy Program,’; as well as a TravelAge West WAVE
award for ‘International Tourism Board Providing the Best Travel Advisor Support’ for a record-setting
10th time. In 2020, the Pacific Area Travel Writers Association (PATWA) named Jamaica the 2020
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‘Destination of the Year for Sustainable Tourism’. In 2019, TripAdvisor® ranked Jamaica as the #1
Caribbean Destination and #14 Best Destination in the World. Jamaica is home to some of the world’s
best accommodations, attractions and service providers that continue to receive prominent global
recognition.

For details on upcoming special events, attractions and accommodations in Jamaica go to the JTB’s
Website at www.visitjamaica.com or call the Jamaica Tourist Board at 1-800-JAMAICA (1-800-526-2422).
Follow the JTB on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest and YouTube. View the JTB blog
at www.islandbuzzjamaica.com.
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