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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JAMAICA CELEBRATES 60 YEARS OF INDEPENDENCE
Celebrations already underway in Canada, with excitement culminating on Independence
Day, August 6

TORONTO, ON - July, 25, 2022 — Jamaicans around the world are gearing up to celebrate the
island’s 60th anniversary of independence on August 6, with year-long events in both Jamaica and
Canada commemorating the occasion.

The Jamaica 60 theme is “Reigniting a Nation For Greatness,” and Jamaica invites Jamaicans living
in Canada and friends of Jamaica to “come home” to rediscover their roots or reignite their passion
for Jamaican culture.

Events in Canada

According to Canada’s 2016 Census, there are more than 300,000 Jamaican-Canadians living in the
country. Jamaica 60 events in Canada will be especially meaningful for this group; however, any
friend of Jamaica will enjoy celebrating Jamaican culture and heritage at one of the following
signature events. More information on these and other local Jamaica 60 events can be found

at www.jamaica60to.com.

e Bob Marley One Love Experience in Toronto (extended until September 5): This North
American premiere of the Bob Marley One Love Experience showcases never-before-seen
photographs and memorabilia and immerses Marley fans in a journey through his life,
passions, influences and enduring legacy.

e Jamaica Lights (August 6): Canadian landmarks from coast to coast will illuminate in
Jamaican flag colours on August 6. Locations confirmed to illuminate include: Niagara Falls,
Ottawa’s ByWard Market, Halifax City Hall, the Clock Tower at Mississauga Civic Centre,
Brampton City Hall Clock Tower and Science World in Vancouver. Edmonton’s High Level
Bridge will also be illuminated on August 8.
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e Jamaica 60 flag raising ceremonies: Flag raising ceremonies in celebration of Jamaica 60
will take place at Toronto City Hall (July 31), Markham (August 5), Mississauga (August 5),
Oshawa (August 5), London (August 5), Brampton (August 6) and Hamilton City Hall (August
7).

¢ Jamaican Canadian Association’s Annual Jamaica Independence and Anniversary
Gala (August 13): The Jamaican Canadian Association will hold their annual independence
gala event in Toronto.

e Film screenings of African Redemption: The Life and Legacy of Marcus
Garvey (August 13 and 14): These screenings will be held at select locations in Toronto
and Brampton.

e Flow 98.7 FM Fly Away to Jamaica (August 14 - 21): Flow 98.7 listeners are invited to join
show hosts Red and Spex Da Boss as they broadcast their Morning Flava and Traffic
Flow shows live from Jamaica.

e Falla Fashun fashion show (August 21): Flair Management will host a fashion show at the
Jamaica Canadian Association in Toronto.

e Sinting Fest on Eglinton West (August 26 - 28): Sinting Fest will take place for three days
in August and is designed to help revitalize Toronto’s Little Jamaica neighbourhood.

e Helping Hands Jamaica Foundation’s Jamrock Annual Gala (October 21): This annual
gala will be held at Palais Royale in Toronto. Proceeds will benefit Jamaican children by
providing resources for a better future and education.

Events in Jamaica

After a two-year hiatus, Jamaica’s popular annual festivals are back this year showcasing some of
the country’s hottest local talents. With Jamaica’s 60th anniversary of independence, all local
festivals this year will be extra celebratory, with signature summer festivals including Reggae
Sumfest, Jamaica Dream WKND and MoBay Jerk & Food Festival.

“The Jamaica 60 theme is ‘Reigniting a Nation For Greatness,” and we encourage all

Jamaicans living in Canada to come home to the island this year,” said Hon. Edmund Bartlett,
Minister of Tourism for Jamaica. “We want all Jamaicans to rediscover their roots and reignite their
passion for Jamaican culture. Celebrations and preparations in Jamaica and Canada are in high
gear and the excitement couldn’t be more palpable.”

“In Canada, we are particularly proud to announce our Jamaica Lights activations when Canadian
landmarks from coast to coast will light up in Jamaican colours as a tribute for our Diamond
Anniversary,” added Angella Bennett, Regional Director, Jamaica Tourist Board Canada. “This is
one of our signature events for this year, and we couldn’t be more thrilled to share our pride across
Canada.”
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Special Jamaica 60 Offers

e Jamaica 60 Sweet Deals & Specials: The Jamaica Tourist Board has worked with
hotel and resort partners to offer a collection of deals across various destinations in
Jamaica.

e Couples Resorts’ “Join the Jubilee!” Offer: Couples Resorts is celebrating
Jamaica’s Diamond Jubilee with a special offer. Travellers that book by August 31
for travel August 1 through December 16 will receive their 6th night free, a $60 resort
credit and two times the Romance Rewards points.

About The Jamaica Tourist Board

The Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB), founded in 1955, is Jamaica’s national tourism agency based in the capital city of
Kingston. JTB offices are also located in Montego Bay, Miami, Toronto and London. Representative offices are
located in Berlin, Barcelona, Rome, Amsterdam, Mumbai, Tokyo and Paris.

In 2021, the JTB was declared ‘World’s Leading Cruise Destination,” ‘World’s Leading Family Destination’ and
‘World’s Leading Wedding Destination’ for the second consecutive year by the World Travel Awards, which also
named it the ‘Caribbean’s Leading Tourist Board’ for the 14th consecutive year; and the ‘Caribbean’s Leading
Destination’ for the 16th consecutive year; as well as the ‘Caribbean’s Best Nature Destination’ and the ‘Caribbean’s
Best Adventure Tourism Destination.” In addition, Jamaica was awarded four gold 2021 Travvy Awards, including
‘Best Destination, Caribbean/Bahamas,’ ‘Best Culinary Destination —Caribbean,” Best Travel Agent Academy
Program,’; as well as a TravelAge West WAVE award for ‘International Tourism Board Providing the Best Travel
Advisor Support’ for a record-setting 10th time. In 2020, the Pacific Area Travel Writers Association (PATWA) named
Jamaica the 2020 ‘Destination of the Year for Sustainable Tourism’. In 2019, TripAdvisor® ranked Jamaica as the #1
Caribbean Destination and #14 Best Destination in the World. Jamaica is home to some of the world’s best
accommodations, attractions and service providers that continue to receive prominent global recognition.

For details on upcoming special events, attractions and accommodations in Jamaica go to the JTB’s Website
at www.visitiamaica.com or call the Jamaica Tourist Board at 1-800-JAMAICA (1-800-526-2422). Follow the JTB
on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest and YouTube. View the JTB blog at www.islandbuzzjamaica.com.
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