
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
  
  

JAMAICA PROJECTING 140,000 ADDITIONAL SEATS FROM THE U.S. THIS FALL 
  

Total Number of Seats Across Carriers Grows 19% Over 2022 and 18% Over 2019 as the 
Destination Prepares for Record Stopover Arrivals in 2023  

  
KINGSTON, JAMAICA, August 29, 2023 – Continuing to cement its position as one of the 
world‟s leading tourism destinations, Jamaica is expecting an increase in scheduled air capacity 
from the U.S. market this September through December with approximately 140,000 additional 
inbound seats available across carriers. This figure represents a 19% growth over the same 
period in 2022 and an 18% growth over 2019. 
  
“This added capacity is a testament to the appeal of the island‟s tourism product as well as the 
excellent relationships we enjoy with our U.S. airline partners,” said the Hon. Edmund Bartlett, 
Minister of Tourism, Jamaica. “They clearly have confidence that we can fill these seats as we 
are now surpassing 2019 stopover arrivals and on track for a full recovery in those annual figures 
for 2023.” 
  
The most significant increases in inbound seats year-over-year for the fall period can be 
attributed to: American Airlines‟ extended service from Dallas and Chicago as well as additional 
frequencies from Charlotte; United Airlines‟ extended service from Chicago; additional frequency 
from New Jersey and new service from Denver; and Southwest Airlines‟ additional frequencies 
from Baltimore and Orlando plus new service from Kansas City. 
  
“As we return tourism arrivals to growth, new routes, larger planes and more available seats from 
our valued airline partners are critical to achieving that goal,” said Donovan White, Director of 
Tourism, Jamaica Tourist Board. “We are very grateful to all carriers that have increased service 
to Jamaica and look forward to continuing to work together throughout the years.” 
  
For the summer travel season, the U.S. market accounts for 1.2 million of the 1.4 million airline 
seats that were secured for the period, representing a 16% increase over the island‟s previous 
best year, recorded in 2019. The U.S. remains Jamaica‟s top source market for visitors, 
representing approximately 75% of the island‟s total arrivals.  
  
For more information on Jamaica, please go to www.visitjamaica.com. 
 
ABOUT JAMAICA TOURIST BOARD 
The Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB), founded in 1955, is Jamaica‟s national tourism agency based 
in the capital city of Kingston. JTB offices are also located in Montego Bay, Miami, Toronto and 
Germany and London. Representative offices are located in Berlin, Spain, Italy, Mumbai and 
Tokyo. 
 
In 2022, the JTB was declared „World‟s Leading Cruise Destination,‟ „World‟s Leading Family 
Destination‟ and „World‟s Leading Wedding Destination‟ by the World Travel Awards, which also 
named it the „Caribbean‟s Leading Tourist Board‟ for the 15th consecutive year; and the 
„Caribbean‟s Leading Destination‟ for the 17th consecutive year; as well as the „Caribbean‟s 
Leading Nature Destination‟ and the „Caribbean‟s Best Adventure Tourism Destination.‟ In 
addition, Jamaica earned seven awards in the prestigious gold and silver categories at the 2022 

https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/33/8clggiapzwo3jagd0ou14x6z5/0/8a5278817025d59cec391515cef25345d7705c1095b2b4c16a7ff8e9254be9eb


Travvy Awards, including „„Best Wedding Destination – Overall‟, „Best Destination – Caribbean,‟ 
„Best Culinary Destination – Caribbean,‟ „Best Tourism Board – Caribbean,‟ „Best Travel Agent 
Academy Program,‟ „Best Cruise Destination - Caribbean‟ and „Best Wedding Destination – 
Caribbean.‟ Jamaica is home to some of the world‟s best accommodations, attractions and 
service providers that continue to receive prominent global recognition.  
 
For details on upcoming special events, attractions and accommodations in Jamaica, go to the 
JTB‟s website at www.visitjamaica.com or call the Jamaica Tourist Board at 1-800-JAMAICA (1-
800-526-2422). Follow the JTB on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest and YouTube. View 
the JTB blog at visitjamaica.com/blog. 
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