
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   
 

  
GLOBAL TOURISM RESILIENCE CONFERENCE TO FEATURE 

IMPRESSIVE ROSTER OF EXPERT SPEAKERS 
  

Panelists Consist of Government Policy Makers, Crisis Management Specialists, Cruise Line 
Executives and Other Key Industry Stakeholders 

  

 
Photo Caption: His Excellency, Luis Almagro, Secretary General of the Organization of 

American States, one of the key experts to speak at the upcoming Global Tourism 
Resilience Conference. 

  
KINGSTON, JAMAICA, February 13, 2022 – The historic, first-of-its-kind Global Tourism 
Resilience Conference, taking place in Jamaica this February 15-17, will feature a well-rounded 
roster of high-profile panelists and moderators who will be participating in the event. 
 
Headlined by the Prime Minister of Jamaica, the Most Hon. Andrew the Holness, the conference 
is gearing up to showcase some of the best minds on tourism resilience and sustainability, 
investment and economic development. 
Some of the expert speakers include former Prime Minister of Jamaica, the Most Hon. Percival 
Patterson, who will be the keynote for the African Caribbean Summit segment of the conference 
on February 16.  
 



 
Photo caption: Dr. Adam Stewart, Executive Chairman, Sandals Resorts International and 

the ATL Group, one of the key experts to speak at the upcoming Global Tourism 
Resilience Conference. 

  
Other notable speakers include, His Excellency, Luis Almagro, Secretary General of the 
Organization of American States; Hon Kenneth Bryan, Minister of Tourism for the Cayman 
Islands; Dr. Taleb Rifi Chairman of ITIC Ltd and Invest Tourism Ltd and Co-Chair, Global 
Tourism Resilience & Crisis Management Centre; Dr. Adam Stewart, Executive Chairman, 
Sandals Resorts International and the ATL Group; and Mrs. Nicola Madden-Greig, President, 
Caribbean Hotel and Tourism Association (CHTA).There will also be strong representation from 
the North American, African and Caribbean regions with several Ministers of Tourism and 
industry leaders. 
 
“I am extremely pleased to have the participation of so many respected professionals as 
panelists and moderators for this inaugural Global Tourism Resilience Conference,” said Minister 
of Tourism, Jamaica, the Hon. Edmund Bartlett. “It is a testament to the importance of building 
tourism resilience for the future through sustainable and responsible growth for Jamaica, the 
Caribbean, Africa and countries across the world so that their respective economies, particularly 
among nations that are heavily dependent on tourism as a contributor to GDP, can become more 
impervious to shocks.” 
 
A full roster of speakers, who hail from all around the world, can be found here. This group of 
experts in their collective fields will gather to collaboratively discuss issues that are central to 
future-proofing travel and tourism to various disruptions moving forward, from natural disasters to 
health pandemics, economic recessions and more such shocks that can impact the industry with 
the goal of charting a course for increased resilience. Among the topics the experts will be 
discussing are human capital development; how to prepare for and manage future disruptions; 
investing in infrastructure; fostering private and public sector partnerships, the importance of air 
connectivity to tourism growth; and much more. 
 
“We are indeed looking forward to the rich discussions and positive outcomes from this 
Conference,” said Professor Lloyd Waller, Executive Director of the Global Tourism Resilience 
Conference. 
 

https://t.nylas.com/t1/263/5kh7mvdf6xmb2ffi53jqkxkhy/2/20d2cc8ecb95a4dafb233f22d5d6737a5c523f33746923b27e7f6fa444735c00


Taking place over a 3-day period, the Global Tourism Resilience Conference will include panel 
discussions, networking opportunities, presentations and lively debates on matters of building 
resilience in tourism. 
 
On February 17, Global Tourism Resilience Day will be celebrated for the first time with a 
Commemorative Ceremony including special performances by Jamaican entertainers, 
recognizing the official adoption by the United Nations on February 6 of the resolution to observe 
the day each year. 
 
Guests can register to attend the Global Tourism Resilience Conference here. 
 
For more information about Jamaica, please go to www.visitjamaica.com. 
  
ABOUT THE JAMAICA TOURIST BOARD 
  
The Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB), founded in 1955, is Jamaica‟s national tourism agency based 
in the capital city of Kingston. JTB offices are also located in Montego Bay, Miami, Toronto, and 
London. Representative offices are located in Berlin, Barcelona, Rome, Amsterdam, Mumbai, 
Tokyo and Paris.   
  
In 2021, the JTB was declared „World‟s Leading Cruise Destination,‟ „World‟s Leading Family 
Destination‟ and „World‟s Leading Wedding Destination‟ for the second consecutive year by the 
World Travel Awards, which also named it the „Caribbean‟s Leading Tourist Board‟ for the 
14th consecutive year; and the „Caribbean‟s Leading Destination‟ for the 16th consecutive year; 
as well as the „Caribbean‟s Best Nature Destination‟ and the „Caribbean‟s Best Adventure 
Tourism Destination.‟ In addition, Jamaica was awarded four gold 2021 Travvy Awards, including 
„Best Destination, Caribbean/Bahamas,‟ „Best Culinary Destination –Caribbean,‟ Best Travel 
Agent Academy Program,‟; as well as a TravelAge West WAVE award for „International Tourism 
Board Providing the Best Travel Advisor Support‟ for a record-setting 10

th
 time. In 2020, the 

Pacific Area Travel Writers Association (PATWA) named Jamaica the 2020 „Destination of the 
Year for Sustainable Tourism‟. In 2019, TripAdvisor® ranked Jamaica as the #1 Caribbean 
Destination and #14 Best Destination in the World. Jamaica is home to some of the world‟s best 
accommodations, attractions and service providers that continue to receive prominent global 
recognition.  
  
For details on upcoming special events, attractions and accommodations in Jamaica go to the 
JTB‟s Website at www.visitjamaica.com or call the Jamaica Tourist Board at 1-800-JAMAICA (1-
800-526-2422). Follow the JTB on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest and YouTube. View 
the JTB blog at www.islandbuzzjamaica.com.  
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