
 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

EDITH BAXTER MEMORIAL AWARD NOW OPEN FOR NOMINATIONS 
  

Biennial competition celebrates Canadians who elevate and advocate for Destination 

Jamaica 

 

TORONTO, ON – June 8, 2023 – Nominations are now open for the 2023 edition of 

the Edith Baxter Memorial Award. Presented by the Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB) in 

partnership with the Baxter family, the biennial award program shines a spotlight on 

outstanding community leaders who are actively advancing Jamaica’s tourist industry 

and/or Jamaican culture within Canada. 

  

The grand prize winner of this year’s competition will receive a luxury all-inclusive 

vacation for two to Jamaica courtesy of award partners Sandals Resorts and Air Canada 

Vacations. 

https://cklvs04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com/Ctc/RH+113/cKLvS04/MVYD8DFpPwwW42s6m-49czM6W1vWpFD4_y4GtN13dgpL3lSbNV1-WJV7CgNcPW7kM9CT13mbbjW7-d7Nd344VpBW3RCS0d17d9cJW84Wc1h3szjkhW81BhXH2YXMDSW4VBzys61pVgcW1S4Vm95p2KZfW3rFC0z7-FQJ7W4PmYs942W5PPW7BBBzx3z4CcPVrSwrc5nwRhBV28cdH3LF1qRVzlxLj4Kh65fW8h7_wD12XfbvW2FD9Bc2h5sx7W1Y-nbl26G2jLW45rHzm9j7_2yW64PScW4T9QfHN4M8zn4SFx9nN1bfprbwndc-W6RhVyx1pJgl8W4SDL863wSGfT34c31
https://cklvs04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com/Ctc/RH+113/cKLvS04/MVYD8DFpPwwW42s6m-49czM6W1vWpFD4_y4GtN13dgpL3lSbNV1-WJV7Cg-Z2W2v6zlK5SbbCNW6FgyPk38F0zTW2FNYvg6v02lQW2HrVQv63Y-tnN7mM4-5q_txVN1GNtGzXchx9W8Zh0j546tsm2N56kLH_wj1nPW6Rq3lg5fnLTKW8jr1Vs6KK4TGW55z2KD4TsKJkN8C4wKqp2QrKW8B7C6G4QVvZ1W43Q0zW1bzkwfW93Msnc1WwLS_W1FXxzc8B0Cf9W6_1l1w28z3LCW6Htr4h4l-CR8W4FlJZR6tLPGlMFt5dRBJx-hW3Kw0GN9j2gkTW74ffz86H-0JM3kny1
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Above: The grand prize winner of the 2023 competition will receive a luxury all-inclusive vacation for two to Jamaica, courtesy of 
Sandals Resorts and Air Canada Vacations. Winner can choose from one of seven Sandals Resorts in Jamaica. Pictured 
here:  Sandals Ochi Beach Resort. 

Established by the JTB in 2021, the Edith Baxter Memorial Award honours the legacy of 

Canadian publishing icon Edith Baxter, co-founder of Baxter Media. The memorial award 

acknowledges Ms. Baxter’s special relationship with Destination Jamaica and celebrates 

like-minded individuals who share this same passion for bringing the unique, vibrant 

spirit of the island to Canadians.  

  

The nomination period for the 2023 Edith Baxter Memorial Award will run from June 8 to 

July 31, 2023. Individuals working in the fields of tourism and hospitality, music, arts and 

culture, community activism, education, healthcare, athletics and public service are 

invited to nominate themselves or friends and colleagues for the award. The award is 

free to enter; nominations can be submitted online at www.edithbaxteraward.com. 

  

Entries for the Edith Baxter Memorial Award will be reviewed and evaluated by a panel 

of experienced industry judges representing Destination Jamaica, the Baxter family, the 

Jamaican diaspora, and the Canadian travel community. 

https://cklvs04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com/Ctc/RH+113/cKLvS04/MVYD8DFpPwwW42s6m-49czM6W1vWpFD4_y4GtN13dgpL3lSbNV1-WJV7CgDjWW510yJh2yw0HDW4j0DT_1FN9YZVStD4F22tdDVW7-6c-_26xKTHW2jvGsH1vhNmNW5fpxs055SL5xW7bjqRw1vMKxyV3GfQK20vSL4W755dSg4jwmJYN5qT1QYLGLzQW11W-Qb1THg8BN2sDG5TbtXv4W584bXC6cBs6SW79ZTTC3PcBfWN7QDPRwhkW4jW9btF6j6BydPqW4_4wnJ1x71W3W6ZSY9m7j34p7W91Lpv38nVws8VBCfcy7JFLJSW2YGFCc6SXVCkW4NMzfH6Sr2Mn3c8k1
https://cklvs04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com/Ctc/RH+113/cKLvS04/MVYD8DFpPwwW42s6m-49czM6W1vWpFD4_y4GtN13dgpL3lSbNV1-WJV7CgLwGW6SMLLj1vXw5BW82dPKt7mmpdpW4SPh6696ygQCW4PmDY71hh_DqW84sX706J-0QdW8j-sTC86g8pcW7T57Yj3tNyBxW34WkvQ2LYwHyVg05fw50-p8zW2th-fH7T4vPmLr16s6lK92W3dT0z53RBtG8W8GC26R8zQGfYW9ljWnK6CLdVxW2RK0-d6cz4gcW5Ql3Hb6sLr0dW4JyNx-4QJfHdW5m0jNd8yqr5vW7tm_Hy76-gqVW3XySLv7WXNWXW7THV7V1WWWYlW1J5kLc156z8L363p1


 

Above (left to right): The Judges Panel for the 2023 Edith Baxter Memorial Award includes Angella Bennett, Regional Director, 
Canada, Jamaica Tourist Board; Wendy McClung, Executive Vice President, Baxter Media; Lincoln G. Downer, Consul General of 
Jamaica in Toronto; and Kelly Schmitt, co-founder and president of Spoiled Agent. 

The 2023 judging panel comprises Angella Bennett, Regional Director, Canada, JTB; 

Wendy McClung, Executive Vice President, Baxter Media; Lincoln G. Downer, Consul 

General of Jamaica in Toronto; and Kelly Schmitt, President and Co-Founder, Spoiled 

Agent. 

  

A group of preliminary finalists will be revealed in August 2023. The final grand prize 

winner will be announced during the Edith Baxter Memorial Award luncheon, which will 

be hosted by the JTB in Toronto on September 28, 2023.   

  

About Edith Baxter: 

As co-founder and editor-in-chief of Baxter Media, Edith Baxter was a powerful voice 

within the Canadian publishing industry for more than five decades. She served at the 

helm of Canadian Travel Press and Travel Courier for more than 50 years. Throughout 

her career, Ms. Baxter played an important role in supporting and spotlighting Jamaica’s 

tourism product. She was awarded the Order of Distinction by the Jamaican government 

in 2009 in recognition of her contributions to the country. 

  

For more information about the Edith Baxter Memorial Award, including award criteria 

and nomination guidelines, please visit www.edithbaxteraward.com or 

email awards@visitjamaica.com. 

  

About The Jamaica Tourist Board 

The Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB), founded in 1955, is Jamaica’s national tourism agency based in the capital city 

of Kingston. JTB offices are also located in Montego Bay, Miami, Toronto and Germany and London. 

Representative offices are located in Berlin, Spain, Italy, Mumbai and Tokyo. 

   

In 2022, the JTB was declared ‘World’s Leading Cruise Destination,’ ‘World’s Leading Family Destination’ and 

‘World’s Leading Wedding Destination’ by the World Travel Awards, which also named it the ‘Caribbean’s 

Leading Tourist Board’ for the 15th consecutive year; and the ‘Caribbean’s Leading Destination’ for the 17th 

consecutive year; as well as the ‘Caribbean’s Leading Nature Destination’ and the ‘Caribbean’s Best Adventure 

Tourism Destination.’ In addition, Jamaica earned seven awards in the prestigious gold and silver categories at 

the 2022 Travvy Awards, including ‘‘Best Wedding Destination – Overall’, ‘Best Destination – Caribbean,’ ‘Best 

https://cklvs04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com/Ctc/RH+113/cKLvS04/MVYD8DFpPwwW42s6m-49czM6W1vWpFD4_y4GtN13dgpL3lSbNV1-WJV7CgYRLN3X7fkhVWtSVW5fB7Bm1SSgPQW1J1Cx-812rcxW8Tn6sw5k9JpLW5qYckr6BNXSwW8XHh451JlLmPW6RR5xQ2v6LwfW5_t__n1h_7nnVTgnKs6YdyhbW99GkT61ZV7NLW4TMzyJ2fb7NTW5zzH2j965ZW8W55H93d8d0drwW2lTGM_418BcdVbxj903KJdyzW3YVtvp4LlhzlW8NkJrY1QPfXzW6tmg508jQTwjW92lk5P7b6_mMW3S5bCm59k5SKVqQXQt3nrGf9W1DqfwN5R8qhP33rJ1
mailto:awards@visitjamaica.com
https://cklvs04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com/Ctc/RH+113/cKLvS04/MVYD8DFpPwwW42s6m-49czM6W1vWpFD4_y4GtN13dgpL3lSbNV1-WJV7CgXBJN3b-2107MgvlN3c9b4WbRG0CW9jcHz74ynrPmVfCFXd6vQFBbN3p4rFM8qkBqW2H3pYX4WNP4NW7fQqqL50sxThVPTj9145LZ7bW5dSr7m4_XW9gW1fdlwM93pfxdVVBKr_7qx_8mW6kcSzf96XV9jW5yhfXd58vshnW34HsK61zSP43W9b8jsL6stYdjN3ql8WrvrNBtVJDbTq3Vlsx_VFysmh4_0XGGW6q648X7kSlgfN2HLk--HR_FRW7sh6hC7GDg8bW92hrBN90gt2x3cjR1


Culinary Destination – Caribbean,’ ‘Best Tourism Board – Caribbean,’ ‘Best Travel Agent Academy Program,’ 

‘Best Cruise Destination - Caribbean’ and ‘Best Wedding Destination – Caribbean.’ Jamaica is home to some of 

the world’s best accommodations, attractions and service providers that continue to receive prominent global 

recognition.  

  

For details on upcoming special events, attractions and accommodations in Jamaica, go to the JTB’s website 

at www.visitjamaica.comor call the Jamaica Tourist Board at 1-800-JAMAICA (1-800-526-2422).  Follow the JTB 

on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest and YouTube. View the JTB blog at visitjamaica.com/blog. 

  

### 
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