
 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

  
JAMAICA WELCOMES FIRST NON-STOP COMMERCIAL SERVICE FROM THE U.S. TO IAN 

FLEMING INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT IN OCHO RIOS BY AMERICAN AIRLINES 
  

Flights from Miami Launch Timed to Support Peak Winter and Spring Break Travel 
  

 
Pictured: The Hon. Daryl Vaz Minister of Energy, Science and Technology, MP (center) cuts the 
symbolic ribbon with partners and stakeholders to commemorate the arrival of American Airlines 

Flight AA 4007 at Jamaica’s Ian Fleming International Airport. 
  
KINGSTON, JAMAICA, February 28, 2024 – Jamaica is pleased to have welcomed new non-
stop air service flight from Miami International Airport (MIA) to Ian Fleming International Airport 
(OCJ) by American Airlines on Saturday, February 24

th
.  American is currently the only U.S. 

carrier to offer nonstop service into Ocho Rios, providing travelers with more convenient access 
to the northern and eastern parts of the island. 

  
“We are extremely pleased to see American Airlines, our largest airline partner, continue to 
expand their service to Jamaica by now flying into all three of our international airports,” said the 
Hon. Edmund Bartlett, Minister of Tourism, Jamaica. “The new flights are well timed to support 
our stopover arrivals growth during this peak winter season, which we are projecting to be the 
best we‟ve ever recorded.” 
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The new nonstop service to Ocho Rios will operate twice weekly on Wednesdays and Saturdays 
utilizing a 76-seat Embraer 175 aircraft. It joins more than 100 peak weekly flights to Jamaica 
from American Airlines and complements the carrier‟s existing service from MIA to Kingston 
(KIN) and Montego Bay (MBJ). 
  
With the addition of this new flight, American Airways now offers nonstop flights to Jamaica from 
eight U.S. gateways including Austin, Boston, Charlotte, Chicago, Dallas, Miami, New York and 
Philadelphia. 
  

 
Pictured: American Airlines pilot Marc Coley (right) waves the Jamaica flag soon after the 

inaugural flight’s landing at Ian Fleming International Airport from Miami International Airport, 
while an officer(left) waves to attendees on hand to welcome the plane. 

  
“Welcoming this new service from the U.S. into Ocho Rios is a historic moment for Jamaica,” 
said Donovan White, Director of Tourism, Jamaica Tourist Board. “We are very grateful to 
American Airlines and anticipate that the new flights will help attract even more visitors to 
experience our destination‟s unique tourism product.” 
 
In a nod to the airport‟s name after the author of the James Bond novels, Ian Fleming, who lived 
in Jamaica, the new flight proudly bears the number AA 4007. 
 



 
Pictured: The American Airlines crew happily displays the Jamaican flag on the tarmac at the 
Ian Fleming International on February 24, 2024, following the maiden arrival of flight AA 4007. 
 
For additional information on the new American Airlines service or to book a flight, 
visit www.aa.com. For more information on Jamaica, please go to www.visitjamaica.com. 
  
ABOUT JAMAICA TOURIST BOARD  
The Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB), founded in 1955, is Jamaica‟s national tourism agency based 
in the capital city of Kingston. JTB offices are also located in Montego Bay, Miami, Toronto and 
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London. Representative offices are located in Berlin, Barcelona, Rome, Amsterdam, Mumbai, 
Tokyo and Paris.   
   
In 2024, TripAdvisor® ranked Jamaica the #7 Best Honeymoon Destination in the World and the 
#19 Best Culinary Destination in the World. In 2023, the JTB was declared „World‟s Leading 
Cruise Destination‟ and „World‟s Leading Family Destination‟ for the fourth consecutive year by 
the World Travel Awards, which also named it named “Caribbean‟s Leading Tourist Board” for 
the 15th consecutive year, “Caribbean‟s Leading Destination” for the 17th consecutive year, and 
the “Caribbean‟s Leading Cruise Destination” in the World Travel Awards – Caribbean.‟ In 
addition, Jamaica was awarded six gold 2023 Travvy Awards, including „Best Honeymoon 
Destination‟ „Best Tourism Board – Caribbean,‟ „Best Destination – Caribbean,‟ „Best Wedding 
Destination – Caribbean,‟ „Best Culinary Destination – Caribbean,‟ and „Best Cruise Destination – 
Caribbean‟ as well as two silver Travvy Awards for „Best Travel Agent Academy Program‟ and 
„Best Wedding Destination – Overall.‟‟ It also received a TravelAge West WAVE award for 
„International Tourism Board Providing the Best Travel Advisor Support‟ for a record-setting 
12

th
 time. Jamaica is home to some of the world‟s best accommodations, attractions and service 

providers that continue to receive prominent global recognition and the destination is routinely 
ranked among the best to visit globally by prestigious international publications.  
  
For details on upcoming special events, attractions and accommodations in Jamaica go to the 
JTB‟s Website at www.visitjamaica.com or call the Jamaica Tourist Board at 1-800-JAMAICA (1-
800-526-2422). Follow the JTB on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest and YouTube. View 
the JTB blog at www.islandbuzzjamaica.com.   
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