FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JAMAICA SHINES AT CTO’S STATE OF THE INDUSTRY CONFERENCE

Director of Tourism Led the Aviation Panel on Intra-Regional Connectivity, Conducted Jamaica’s
Destination Press Briefing and More
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Pictured: The Aviation Panel at CTO’s State of the Tourism Industry Conference (SOTIC) held
in the Turks & Caicos moderated by Donovan White, Director of Tourism, Jamaica Tourist Board
(at left).

KINGSTON, JAMAICA, October 20, 2023 — As one of the leading tourism destinations, Jamaica
was once again in the spotlight at the Caribbean Tourism Organization’s (CTO’s) State of the
Tourism Industry Conference (SOTIC) that took place in Turks & Caicos Wednesday, October
10, through Thursday, October 12. The conference, which returned after a 5-year hiatus,
followed two days of destination briefings for members of the media and business meetings.

“CTO’s SOTIC is an event that brings together government and private sector tourism leaders
from its member nations to examine issues and opportunities facing the industry in the region,”
said Donovan White, Director of Tourism, Jamaica Tourist Board. “Therefore, it is important that
Jamaica was able to have a strong presence and leadership position in the event's comeback
year. A number of ideas for growth and partnership were identified and it was wonderful to
network with so many regional colleagues in-person at the same time and place.”



Hailed as the most thought-provoking and important session of the conference, Director White
presided over an expert group of panelists from the Caribbean and Americas region. These
included: Peter Cerda, Regional Vice President, The Americas, IATA (International Air Transport
Association); Dr. Rafael Echevarne, Director General, Airports Council International, Latin
America & the Caribbean (ACILAC); and the Hon. Charles ‘Max’ Fernandez, Minister of Tourism,
Civil Aviation, Transportation and Investment, Antigua & Barbuda.

Under the theme, “Aviation Competitiveness in the Caribbean,” the lively panel discussion
focused on issues impacting intra-regional air travel, including the hot topic of 7" freedom rights
and the Multilateral Air Services Agreement. Dialog also touched on factors that hold back the
competitiveness of air services development in the Caribbean, the potential for multi-tiering,
utilizing technology across various components of the travel experience, the need for private-
public collaboration and more.
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Pictured (left to right): The SOTIC Aviation Panel participants Dr. Rafael Echevarne, Director
General, Airports Council International, Latin America & the Caribbean (ACILAC); the Hon.
Charles ‘Max’ Fernandez, Minister of Tourism, Civil Aviation, Transportation and Investment,
Antigua & Barbuda; Donovan White, Director of Tourism, Jamaica Tourist Board; and Peter
Cerda, Regional Vice President, The Americas, IATA (International Air Transport Association)
pose in front of flags of CTO member countries.

Prior to leading the aviation panel discussion, Director White conducted a press briefing for
attending top media from the U.S., Canada, U.K., Caribbean and Latin America. His presentation
provided these journalists with the latest tourism statistics for Jamaica as well as news about
hotel and infrastructure developments planned and underway throughout the island. Director
White, along with Mrs. Nicola Madden-Greig, Caribbean Hotel and Tourism Association (CHTA)
President, also took the time to show support for Deja Bremmer, Jr. Minister of Tourism,
Jamaica, who participatied in the Caribbean Youth Congress on Friday, October, 13.
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Pictured (Left to Right): Nicola-Madden Greig, President, Caribbean Hotel & Tourism
Organization; Kiaje Williams, Jr. Minister of Tourism, Turks and Caicos; Deja Bremmer, Jr.
Minister of Tourism, Jamaica; Jordan Greig, Jr. Minister of Tourism, Barbados; and Donovan
White, Director of Tourism, Jamaica Tourist Board at the Opening Ceremony for CTO’s State of

the Industry Conference.
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“Overall, | feel this was a very productive event for Jamaica as we continue to build our tourism
sector to never-before-experienced heights,” concluded Director White. “To have the opportunity
for so many critical discussions on the obstacles and opportunities for growth for our destination
and the Caribbean as a whole, | look forward to the myriad potential collaborations that may be
generated as a result.”

For more information about Jamaica, please visit www.visitjiamaica.com.

ABOUT JAMAICA TOURIST BOARD

The Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB), founded in 1955, is Jamaica’s national tourism agency based
in the capital city of Kingston. JTB offices are also located in Montego Bay, Miami, Toronto and
Germany and London. Representative offices are located in Berlin, Spain, Italy, Mumbai and
Tokyo.

In 2022, the JTB was declared ‘World’s Leading Cruise Destination,” ‘World’s Leading Family
Destination” and ‘World’s Leading Wedding Destination’ by the World Travel Awards, which also
named it the ‘Caribbean’s Leading Tourist Board’ for the 15th consecutive year; and the
‘Caribbean’s Leading Destination’ for the 17th consecutive year; as well as the ‘Caribbean’s
Leading Nature Destination’ and the ‘Caribbean’s Best Adventure Tourism Destination.’ In
addition, Jamaica earned seven awards in the prestigious gold and silver categories at the 2022
Travvy Awards, including “Best Wedding Destination — Overall’, ‘Best Destination — Caribbean,’
‘Best Culinary Destination — Caribbean,’ ‘Best Tourism Board — Caribbean,” ‘Best Travel Agent
Academy Program,” ‘Best Cruise Destination - Caribbean’ and ‘Best Wedding Destination —
Caribbean.’ Jamaica is home to some of the world’s best accommodations, attractions and
service providers that continue to receive prominent global recognition.

For details on upcoming special events, attractions and accommodations in Jamaica, go to the
JTB’s website at www.visitjamaica.com or call the Jamaica Tourist Board at 1-800-JAMAICA (1-



https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/33/73ueiz6tmxh8d8fvyw3qj8hxy/0/013dbb55573bc2692b41e1edd637e4be4bb7075ede622d78f4602b17e5839591
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/33/73ueiz6tmxh8d8fvyw3qj8hxy/1/7ecf1d70d3ecd32fff96699b8e0724cf1f3d9250044908c753f2f2acf032d555

800-526-2422). Follow the JTB on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest and YouTube. View
the JTB blog at visitjiamaica.com/blog.

I


https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/33/73ueiz6tmxh8d8fvyw3qj8hxy/2/55420bcae01c1c4a1abb3a9497632d2fbfdbcc02df559c201776bafda6055eb1
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/33/73ueiz6tmxh8d8fvyw3qj8hxy/3/fee33298cbf519af2f05b9753345dc7bdb80fdfbc317eb7484c76ff8ce700376
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/33/73ueiz6tmxh8d8fvyw3qj8hxy/4/51f8ef9f0a22e243672e5bd7bec199d73739542e5119bd74421d9508266e312b
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/33/73ueiz6tmxh8d8fvyw3qj8hxy/5/1793b7ac4882c07dbc4ec8de82d1128868381ca59aac292464b27d05473e771c
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/33/73ueiz6tmxh8d8fvyw3qj8hxy/6/c6f59da4ea578ed010e39377a035673df22fa151c630e9268cc9f7fdbe29b58c
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/33/73ueiz6tmxh8d8fvyw3qj8hxy/7/3558f8d30a643399807805fe41a97da44056d34568ffb8c84b98deffa6555466

