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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
JAMAICA WELCOMES ITS ONE MILLIONTH VISITOR OF 2009
KINGSTON, JAMAICA – September 18, 2009 – Jamaica welcomed its one millionth visitor of 2009 when a couple from Connecticut landed in Montego Bay on Sept. 11, putting the island ahead of schedule for tourism arrivals when compared to arrivals in 2008. The couple, whose travel arrangements were booked through GOGO Worldwide Vacations, traveled onboard Air Jamaica and are staying at Royal Plantation in Ocho Rios, which is part of the Sandals family of resorts.
“Welcoming our one millionth visitor is of special importance to Jamaica this year, given the difficult climate facing the travel industry,” noted John Lynch, Jamaica’s Director of Tourism. “Our continued efforts to make Jamaica even more accessible and affordable have assisted in our tourism remaining stable, and we are optimistic that our hotel, airline and travel partners will continue to provide incentives to encourage travelers to visit Jamaica this year.”

Peter and Gina Carmody, from Wolcott, CT, were greeted warmly upon their landing at Montego Bay’s Sangster International Airport by Jamaica’s Minister of Tourism Edmund Bartlett, Director of Tourism John Lynch and Director General Carrole Guntley. Air Jamaica representatives were also on hand, including Regional Sales Manager for Jamaica/Caribbean Sharon Henry; Special Services Supervisor Sharon Winter Gordon; Group Coordinators Keisha Adams and Christina Dunbar; Customer Care Agent Olive Hines; and Regional Airport Manager Owen Campbell. The couple was presented with complimentary Air Jamaica Lovebird Executive Class tickets to return to the island, as well as accommodations for a future stay at Sandals Resorts.
“As Jamaica’s national carrier, we are proud to be the airline that delivered the island’s one millionth visitor of 2009,” remarked George W. deMercado, Air Jamaica’s Senior Director, Global Sales. “Our special Fall sales will make a Jamaican getaway more wallet friendly to travelers as we look forward to continuing our role as the airline that delivers the most visitors to Jamaica.”

“GOGO Worldwide Vacations has always enjoyed a great relationship with both Jamaica and Air Jamaica, and we are thrilled to have been the entity that booked the destination’s one millionth visitor,” commented Michele Kish, President, GOGO Worldwide Vacations. “Travelers who utilize a travel agent that books through GOGO can trust that their vacation package is competitively priced and full of added value, and will also find the experience seamless from the moment they select their destination until the end of their travels.”
About GOGO Worldwide Vacations

GOGO Worldwide Vacations is a leading wholesaler of value and amenity-packed vacation packages with 39 local sales offices, marketing programs, and learning conferences serving 18,000 travel agencies nationwide.  GOGO services travel agents exclusively and offers travel agents the most competitive commissions and vacation packages that include exclusive offers and promotions, last-minute sales, volume-discounted rates and rooms at the most desirable resorts and hotels. For more information about GOGO Worldwide Vacations visit www.GOGOWWV.com or call 888-567-0600.  
About Air Jamaica

Celebrating its 40th year as Jamaica’s national carrier, Air Jamaica offers the most nonstop flights between the U.S. and Jamaica. The airline serves 12 destinations with more than 160 weekly flights during the 2009 fall period, including service between Jamaica and Toronto, New York (JFK), Chicago (O’Hare), Baltimore, Philadelphia, Orlando, Fort Lauderdale, Curacao and Nassau, as well as nonstop service between New York and Grenada. Voted “The Caribbean’s Leading Airline” for 11 consecutive years, Air Jamaica offers one of the industry’s most generous rewards programs, 7th Heaven Rewards, along with award-winning free in-flight entertainment video Island Stylee. On Air Jamaica passengers will experience the legendary Lovebird Hospitality and warm Caribbean smiles on every flight. For more information or to book travel visit www.airjamaica.com.
About Jamaica Tourist Board
The Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB), founded in 1955, is Jamaica’s national tourism agency based in the capital city of Kingston. The JTB was declared the Caribbean’s Leading Tourist and Convention Bureau by the World Travel Awards (WTA) from 2006 to 2008, while Jamaica earned the WTA’s vote as the World’s Leading Cruise Destination, the Caribbean’s Leading Destination and the Caribbean’s Leading Cruise Destination.                                                         

JTB offices are located in Kingston, Montego Bay, Miami, Toronto and London. Representative offices are located in Düsseldorf, Barcelona, Rome, Amsterdam and Tokyo.  

For details on upcoming special events, attractions and accommodations in Jamaica go to the Jamaica Tourist Board’s Web site at www.visitjamaica.com, or call the Jamaica Tourist Board at 1-800-JAMAICA (1-800-526-2422).
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MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA – September 17, 2009 – JAMAICA GREETS ITS ONE MILLIONTH VISITOR – On Friday, September 11, Jamaica’s Minister of Tourism Edmund Bartlett (third from left) welcomed the island’s one millionth visitor of 2009 when Peter and Gina Carmody, from Wolcott, CT (center) landed in Montego Bay. The couple, whose travel was booked through GOGO Worldwide Vacations, traveled onboard the island’s national carrier Air Jamaica and stayed at Royal Plantation in Ocho Rios. The couple was presented with a return trip to the island with complimentary Air Jamaica Lovebird Executive Class roundtrip tickets as well as accommodations courtesy of Sandals. 

Pictured from left to right: Air Jamaica’s Regional Sales Manager for Jamaica/Caribbean Sharon Henry; Jamaica’s Director General of Tourism Carrole Guntley; Minister of Tourism Edmund Bartlett; Gina Carmody; Peter Carmody; Jamaica’s Director of Tourism John Lynch; and Air Jamaica’s Regional Airport Manager Owen Campbell.
