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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
JAMAICA EMBARKS ON CONQUERING THE LAST GREAT RACE 
First Jamaican Musher Heads to Alaska to Begin Training for the Iditarod

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA – November 25, 2009 – Jamaica, the land of sea, sand and sun, will embark on conquering the snow in an amazing 1,150 plus mile dog sled race in sub-zero temperatures.  Oswald “Newton” Marshall, Jamaican “musher” of the Jamaica Dogsled Team, who arrives in Alaska on Sunday, November 29th  at 10:51 am, will begin intense training for the Iditarod dubbed “The Last Great Race on Earth.”  

Newton, who is preparing to be the first Jamaican ever to complete the Iditarod, will join forces with three-time Iditarod champion Lance Mackey, who will be attempting to win both the Yukon Quest and the Iditarod this year for the third time in his career.
“I’m very excited,” said Marshall. “I’ve missed being out in the cold and snow for these past months so I’m ready to get right to work training with Lance’s dogs.”
As part of his training regimen, Newton will also participate in the Gin Gin 200, which starts December 31st at Paxton Lodge in Alaska and the Copper Basin 300, which begins January 9th in Lake Louise, Alaska.
“Newton’s courage and determination to compete in one of the toughest dog sled races mirrors the strength and resilience of the Jamaican people,” said John Lynch, Jamaica’s Director of Tourism. “Jamaica is undeniably a multitalented nation as we endeavor to conquer the unimaginable. The country is proud and we wish him the very best.” 
Visitors to Jamaica can try out a dog sled ride by visiting Chukka Caribbean Adventures’ Jamaica Dog Sled Experience. Once onboard the sled, experienced mushers will take guests into the scenic Jamaican countryside. Riders will learn the history and art of mushing and assist with harnessing the loveable dog team. 
Current Jamaica Dogsled Team sponsors include: Jimmy Buffett’s Margaritaville, Chukka Caribbean Adventures, WestJet Vacations, Alpine Aviation, Yukon Harley-Davidson, Annamaet Petfoods, Northern Outfitters and the Jamaica Tourist Board.

About Chukka Caribbean Adventures

Founded in 1983, Chukka Caribbean Adventures is now the number one land-based nature adventure tour provider in the region, offering thirty-two tours in Jamaica, Belize, The Bahamas, and Turks & Caicos Islands. Collectively, the operations delivered over 250,000 adventure tours to cruise and hotel guests in 2006. With a commitment to deliver the highest quality tours with well trained guides and stringent standards, Chukka takes pride in showcasing the natural beauty of the Caribbean through unique and sensational experiences and providing opportunities for local residents and businesses. Awards include “Shore Excursion of the Year 2004/2005” for Montego Bay and Ocho Rios by Princess Cruises and the Jamaica Hotel and Tourist Association “Attraction of the Year Award 2005/2006.”
Chukka Caribbean Adventures – See more. Do more! www.chukkacaribbean.com
About Jamaica Tourist Board

The Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB), founded in 1955, is Jamaica’s national tourism agency based in the capital city of Kingston. The JTB was declared the Caribbean’s Leading Tourist and Convention Bureau by the World Travel Awards (WTA) from 2006 to 2009, while Jamaica earned the WTA’s vote as the World’s Leading Cruise Destination, the Caribbean’s Leading Destination and the Caribbean’s Leading Cruise Destination, also for the third consecutive year.

JTB offices are located in Kingston, Montego Bay, Miami, Toronto and London. Representative offices are located in Düsseldorf, Barcelona, Rome, Amsterdam and Tokyo.  

For details on upcoming special events, attractions and accommodations in Jamaica go to the Jamaica Tourist Board’s Web site at www.visitjamaica.com, or call the Jamaica Tourist Board at 1-800-JAMAICA (1-800-526-2422).
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