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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
JAMAICA ADDS ISLAND SPICE TO JAZZ AT LINCOLN CENTER’S
MONTY ALEXANDER CONCERT ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3rd
Pre-Concert Jamaican Festival to Feature Food, Music, Arts & Crafts and Fun!
New York – September 29, 2009 – The Jamaica Tourist Board will host a pre-concert event to celebrate Jamaican jazz pianist Monty Alexander’s much anticipated return to The Allen Room at Jazz at Lincoln Center. Titled Harlem - Kingston Express, the concerts are on Friday, October 2 and Saturday, October 3, 2009 with the pre-concert festival on Saturday, October 3 beginning at 5:30 p.m.  Attendees will be able to experience a little bit of Jamaica during the festival that takes place in the glass-paneled Atrium with stunning views of the Manhattan skyline and Columbus Circle at Frederick P. Rose Hall, Home of Jazz at Lincoln Center located on Broadway at 60th Street in New York City.
The Jamaican Festival will shine the spotlight on an array of the islands products across the spectrum including hand made crafts from Simply Grafiq and Crochet by Rodgers, fashions from I Love JA, artist Courtney Morgan, cuisine from Spur Tree Restaurant and samples from Grace Foods and Busha Browne’s. Music will be provided by Jamaican drummer Junior "Gabu" Wedderburn in the traditional Jamaican ritual styles of Kumina, Pocomania, Tambu, Bruckins, and Nyabinghi.
Attendees will be able to plan their winter getaway at the event with the help of travel experts from the Jamaica Tourist Board as well as some leading resorts including Sandals, Beaches, Sunset Resorts, Half Moon and airline partners, Jet Blue, and Air Jamaica. Jazz lovers will be able to learn about Jamaica as an exciting get-away that offers a unique and rich culture for everyone to enjoy!
“We are delighted to host this entertaining event and promote all that Jamaica has to offer to the New York jazz-loving community,” said John Lynch, Jamaica’s Director of Tourism. “This Jamaican Festival evening at Jazz at Lincoln Center provides the Jamaica Tourist Board with a great opportunity to share the latest destination news and gives us the ability to showcase our arts & crafts, delicious cuisine and friendly island spirit. Visitors to the pre-concert event will also have the chance to win a fabulous trip to beautiful Jamaica!” 
Harlem - Kingston Express featuring the pre-concert Festival tickets are $55 and $65 and are available at the Jazz at Lincoln Center Box Office on Broadway at 60th St., by calling CenterCharge at 212.721.6500 or via www.jalc.org.  Box Office hours: Mon.-Sat., 10am-6pm, Sun. 12pm-6pm.
About Jazz at Lincoln Center
Jazz at Lincoln Center is dedicated to inspiring and growing audiences for jazz. With the world-renowned Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra and a comprehensive array of guest artists, Jazz at Lincoln Center advances a unique vision for the continued development of the art of jazz by producing a year-round schedule of performance, education and broadcast events for audiences of all ages. These productions include concerts, national and international tours, residencies, a jazz hall of fame and concert series, weekly national radio programs, television broadcasts, recordings, publications, an annual high school jazz band competition and festival, a band director academy, jazz appreciation curriculum for students, music publishing, children’s concerts and classes, lectures, adult education courses, student and educator workshops and interactive websites. Under the leadership of Artistic Director Wynton Marsalis, Chairman Lisa Schiff and Executive Director, Adrian Ellis, Jazz at Lincoln Center will produce thousands of events each season in its home in New York City, Frederick P. Rose Hall, and around the world.

About Jamaica Tourist Board

The Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB), founded in 1955, is Jamaica’s national tourism agency based in the capital city of Kingston. The JTB was declared the Caribbean’s Leading Tourist and Convention Bureau by the World Travel Awards (WTA) from 2006 to 2008, while Jamaica earned the WTA’s vote as the World’s Leading Cruise Destination, the Caribbean’s Leading Destination and the Caribbean’s Leading Cruise Destination.

JTB offices are located in Kingston, Montego Bay, Miami, Toronto and London. Representative offices are located in Düsseldorf, Barcelona, Rome, Amsterdam and Tokyo.  

For details on upcoming special events, attractions and accommodations in Jamaica go to the Jamaica Tourist Board’s Web site at www.visitjamaica.com, or call the Jamaica Tourist Board at 1-800-JAMAICA (1-800-526-2422).
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