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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
JAMAICA TOURIST BOARD (JTB) SPONSORS FIRST AND ONLY JAMAICAN GRILLING TEAM TO COMPETE IN KANSAS CITY’S 30TH ANNUAL AMERICAN ROYAL BARBECUE 
Kansas City, MO – September 24, 2009 – The Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB) is proud to be a sponsor of the first and only Jamaican grilling team, the All Jamaican Grillers, at Kansas City’s American Royal Barbecue from Friday, October 2nd to Sunday, October 4th. The team will compete in the Open and Invitational categories of this, the world’s largest barbecue contest. The event, which is celebrating its 30th anniversary, attracts up to 70,000 patrons and 450 teams competing in four culinary contests. 
The six-member team earned its invitation to participate in this prestigious competition after having won the 2009 Jack Daniel’s All Jamaica Grill Off in Kingston, Jamaica, this past July. The tropical island is world renowned for a similar style of food preparation – “jerk” – done with exquisite herbs and spices, and cooked over a slow, open fire from the aromatic Pimento (Allspice) branches. The JTB is pleased to support the All Jamaican Grillers as they help create awareness of Jamaican cuisine. 
Team leader and head chef of the popular, Jo Jo’s Jerk Pit & More, Deidre (Anna) Chin, explains that her passion for food was stimulated by a “family of excellent cooks” and “the different flavors and textures of the multi-ethnic Toronto,” where she spent several years as a produce farmer. Jo Jo’s Jerk Pit & More “has evolved as one of Kingston’s best kept secrets where patrons truly come to ‘taste Jamaica and feel Jamaica.’” The team of Kingston’s finest grill masters is completed by Gariel Ferguson, Paul Taffe, Craig Powell, Samosa Marshall, and Joel Jones.
As part of a four-week fund-raising drive hosted by Jo Jo’s Jerk Pit & More,  the All Jamaican Grillers offered the Jamaican public the opportunity to taste and judge a wide selection of savory meats and sauces from which the signature recipes for the competition were selected. Attendees of this year’s American Royal Barbecue will also be offered samples of a selection of Jamaican products sponsored by Jamaica Trade and Investment (JTI), the national investment and export promotion agency. These Jamaican brands will include rich sauces and spices such as Pickapeppa and Busha Browne’s, and will be paired with complementary beverages including Ting and Old Jamaica Ginger Beer. A chef provided by JTI will also speak to attendees about the traditional use of the spices, seasonings and sauces in the creation of jerk dishes, as well as their application in American cuisine.
Director of Tourism for Jamaica, John Lynch, congratulates the team’s achievements. “I am sure they will represent us well and in so doing, make a big impact in introducing more people to Jamaican cuisine.” 

This traditional style of cooking will be incorporated in the team’s chicken, pork ribs, beef brisket, and pork shoulder recipes for the competition – grilling, “island style.” The gates of the American Royal Barbecue will be open to the public on Friday, October 2, with the Barbecue Expo running from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Judging will then take place on Saturday, October 3 and Sunday, October 4, followed by the open awards ceremony Sunday afternoon. 
About Jamaica Tourist Board

The Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB), founded in 1955, is Jamaica’s national tourism agency based in the capital city of Kingston. The JTB was declared the Caribbean’s Leading Tourist and Convention Bureau by the World Travel Awards (WTA) from 2006 to 2008, while Jamaica earned the WTA’s vote as the World’s Leading Cruise Destination, the Caribbean’s Leading Destination and the Caribbean’s Leading Cruise Destination.

JTB offices are located in Kingston, Montego Bay, Miami, Toronto and London. Representative offices are located in Düsseldorf, Barcelona, Rome, Amsterdam and Tokyo.  

For details on upcoming special events, attractions and accommodations in Jamaica go to the Jamaica Tourist Board’s Web site at www.visitjamaica.com, or call the Jamaica Tourist Board at 1-800-JAMAICA (1-800-526-2422).
About Kansas City’s American Royale Barbecue 
The American Royal Barbecue is the opening event of the American Royal and the season finale for the competitive barbecue circuit. Spreading over 20 acres in Kansas City’s historic Stockyards District, and with nearly 500 teams competing in four culinary contests, The Royal is the largest barbecue contest in the world. Combine this with a barbecue-related trade expo, this two-day food festival is truly the “World Series of Barbecue.” Visit http://www.arbbq.com for additional information. 
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