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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
JAMAICA OFFERS THE NORTHEAST A RESCUE 
FROM THE WINTER

New York, Boston, Washington DC and Philadelphia Residents Can Win a Getaway by Spotting a Jamaican Taxi Top; All-Inclusive Package Prices Start at $485 Per Person

NEW YORK – January 5, 2010 – The Jamaica Tourist Board and Minister of Tourism Hon. Edmund Bartlett are kicking off the Jamaica Winter Rescue Program on January 6 at New York’s Port Authority. The program includes: special Winter Rescue travel packages; Jamaica trip giveaways; a series of Jamaica images displayed throughout the Port Authority and a taxi top promotion in major Northeast U.S. cities including New York, Boston, Washington DC and Philadelphia. Well-known Jamaicans will be on hand to meet and greet commuters at the Port Authority including original Jamaica Bobsleigh Team member, Devon Harris. 

 “Consumers have an opportunity to give themselves a gift after this busy holiday period by escaping to sunny Jamaica. We are excited to inform consumers about Jamaica’s accessibility and value for a tropical winter getaway,” said John Lynch, Jamaica’s Director of Tourism. “We hope to remind travelers of the warm and sunny weather that is found year-round in Jamaica every time a Jamaican cab drives by, and spark excitement by offering them a chance to win a tropical vacation.”

Taxi Top Promotions

The Jamaica Tourist Board has officially teamed up with Riu Hotels & Resorts, Air Jamaica, American Airlines, AirTran Airways and US Airways in New York, Philadelphia, Boston and Washington D.C. giving commuters a chance to win a dream Jamaica getaway. This exciting promotion encourages consumers to keep their eyes open for Jamaica advertisements featuring beautiful island scenes on taxicab toppers in January. 

New York

In New York, Jamaica teamed up with its national carrier Air Jamaica and American Airlines for the Taxicab Trip Giveaway on WWPR-FM. When New Yorkers spot one of the Jamaican cabs, featuring Air Jamaica, they can log onto WWPR-FM’s website, enter where and when they saw a cab, and then enter the sweepstakes to win a trip to Jamaica courtesy of Air Jamaica and Riu Hotels & Resorts. 
Philadelphia
Beginning January 4, when Philadelphians spot one of the local Jamaican cabs, featuring US Airways and Air Jamaica, they can enter to win a Jamaican getaway on WISX-FM’s website. One lucky winner will receive a trip for two to courtesy of Riu Hotels & Resorts and Air Jamaica.

Washington DC
In Washington, DC consumers can log onto WHIT-FM’s website when they spot a Jamaican cab featuring Air Jamaica and AirTran Airways. The winner will receive a trip to Jamaica courtesy of Riu Hotels & Resorts and Air Jamaica.
Boston

Jetblue Airways and US Airways are featured on the Jamaica taxi ads in Boston, where consumers can enter to win a getaway courtesy of Jetblue Airways and Riu Hotels & Resorts on KISS-FM’s website starting January 4.  

Jamaican Winter Rescue Kickoff
On January 6, 2010, Hon. Edmund Bartlett, Jamaica’s Minister of Tourism, and the Jamaica Tourist Board kick off the Jamaican Winter Rescue Program to excite consumers about the accessibility and affordability of a Jamaican getaway. In addition to spotting the Jamaican taxicabs, New Yorkers can stop by the Port Authority Bus Terminal’s South Building each Wednesday through January 20 to warm up Jamaican-style. Amidst the building’s adornment of Jamaican posters, floor mats and banners, commuters can also find representatives from the Jamaica Tourist Board and Air Jamaica on-site Jan. 6, 13 & 20 during the morning rush hours. Consumers will have an opportunity to learn about the destination’s latest news and winter offerings, as well as pick up some Jamaican goodies. Miss Jamaica USA, Diane Johnson will also be at the Port Authority on January 6 welcoming and greeting commuters.
The excitement is building for Jamaica’s global participation in Winter Sports. Jamaica’s Bobsleigh Team, Dogsled Team and Ski Team have been making a name for themselves internationally as strong contenders for the 2010 Olympics in Vancouver and 2010 Iditarod in Alaska. In building support for these Jamaican teams, Devon Harris of the original Jamaica Bobsleigh Team will be attending the Port Authority Winter Rescue event on January 6, 2010 signing copies of his book, “Yes, I Can.” Visitors to the Port Authority can also receive information from Spyder Active Sports, supporter of the world's newest national ski program, the Jamaica Ski Team. Errol Kerr is currently the sole member of the Jamaica Ski Team.

Winter Rescue Packages

To provide extra incentive for travelers to “thaw out” in Jamaica this winter, the destination teamed up with Travelocity to create Winter Rescue 2010 packages. Four night/five day packages, including roundtrip air from New York City, start from US$485 per person based on double occupancy at select properties across the island. Travel can be booked January 4 – 31, 2010 and the travel window varies by resort. www.travelocity.com/jamaica 

For more information on the Jamaican Winter Rescue Program, or to book a trip, go to www.visitjamaica.com.  Took book a flight on Air Jamaica or learn about the airline’s latest deals, visit www.airjamaica.com. 

About the Jamaica Tourist Board

The Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB), founded in 1955, is Jamaica’s national tourism agency based in the capital city of Kingston. The JTB was declared the Caribbean’s Leading Tourist and Convention Bureau by the World Travel Awards (WTA) for 2006 and 2009, while Jamaica earned the WTA’s vote as the World’s Leading Cruise Destination, the Caribbean’s Leading Destination and the Caribbean’s Leading Cruise Destination.

JTB offices are located in Kingston, Montego Bay, Miami, Toronto and London. Representative offices are located in Düsseldorf, Barcelona, Rome, Amsterdam and Tokyo.  

For details on upcoming special events, attractions and accommodations in Jamaica go to the Jamaica Tourist Board’s Web site at www.visitjamaica.com or call the Jamaica Tourist Board at 1-800-JAMAICA (1-800-526-2422).
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