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JAMAICA TOURIST BOARD PARTNERS WITH AIR JAMAICA 

TO SPONSOR NEW YORK URBAN LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLASSIC
KINGSTON, JAMAICA – September 15, 2009 – The Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB) and Air Jamaica have joined forces to reach a key segment of its target market through the sponsorship of the 2009 New York Urban League 38th Annual Football Classic, the biggest Historically Black College and University (HBCU) football game. This annual event, to be held on Saturday, September 19 at the Giant’s Stadium will benefit the Whitney M. Young, Jr. Memorial Scholarship Fund and the New York Urban League (NYUL) Educational Programs. 
A lucky patron attending the game will have an opportunity to win a 5 day/4 night vacation for two to Jamaica, courtesy of the Jamaica Tourist Board, Air Jamaica and Holiday Inn.  Representatives from the various agencies will also be on-hand to promote travel to Jamaica. 
“Being a part of this event gives us an opportunity to reach a captive educated and affluent African American audience in a fun and exciting way. It also allows us to speak directly to a prime target of our marketing efforts, the Spring Break Traveler as well as college students.” said John Lynch, Jamaica’s Tourism Director. “Through our promotional efforts at the tailgating party with our valued partners Air Jamaica and Holiday Inn SunSpree Resort, we hope to educate this valuable audience on the affordability, ease and excitement of a Spring Break vacation in Jamaica.”

 “The New York Urban League Football Classic is an excellent way to inform sports travelers and Spring Breakers about Air Jamaica’s group travel deals, and encourage them to make Air Jamaica their preferred carrier to Jamaica and the Caribbean,” said George W. deMercado, Air Jamaica’s Senior Director, Global Sales. “On Air Jamaica, passengers will experience our legendary Lovebird Hospitality and find that vacations begin the moment they board.”

Air Jamaica, the national airline of Jamaica, provides many services for groups and others who wish to visit the island. Some of Air Jamaica’s special services for groups of 10 or more include:  

· Competitive group discounts and guaranteed fares for 10 or more persons

· Increased group discounts during off-peak travel

· E-tickets available directly through Air Jamaica

· VIP Meet & Greet program

· Group check-in and recognition

· Advance seat assignments and group block seating

This year’s event, featuring Morgan State University and Winston-Salem State University, will get underway at 2:00 pm and will be preceded by the popular tailgating party.  The JTB along with its airline and hotel partners will also participate in the vendors market, providing giveaways and sharing information with patrons.
For more information on Jamaica and its group travel offerings, go to www.visitjamaica.com.

For more information about Air Jamaica, visit www.airjamaica.com. To plan a group trip, contact Air Jamaica’s Group Sales at 1-800-523-6805 or e-mail groupsales@airjamaica.com. 

About the Jamaica Tourist Board

The Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB), founded in 1955, is Jamaica’s national tourism agency based in the capital city of Kingston. The JTB was declared the Caribbean’s Leading Tourist and Convention Bureau by the World Travel Awards (WTA) from 2006 to 2008, while Jamaica earned the WTA’s vote as the World’s Leading Cruise Destination, the Caribbean’s Leading Destination and the Caribbean’s Leading Cruise Destination.  
JTB offices are located in Kingston, Montego Bay, Miami, Toronto and London. Representative offices are located in Düsseldorf, Barcelona, Rome, Amsterdam and Tokyo.  
For details on upcoming special events, attractions and accommodations in Jamaica go to the Jamaica Tourist Board’s Web site at www.visitjamaica.com, or call the Jamaica Tourist Board at 1-800-JAMAICA (1-800-526-2422).
About Air Jamaica

Celebrating its 40th year as Jamaica’s national carrier, Air Jamaica offers the most nonstop flights between the U.S. and Jamaica. The airline serves 12 destinations with more than 160 weekly flights during the 2009 fall period, including service between Jamaica and Toronto, New York (JFK), Chicago (O’Hare), Baltimore, Philadelphia, Orlando, Fort Lauderdale, Curacao and Nassau, as well as nonstop service between New York and Grenada. Voted “The Caribbean’s Leading Airline” for 11 consecutive years, Air Jamaica offers one of the industry’s most generous rewards programs, 7th Heaven Rewards, along with award-winning free in-flight entertainment video Island Stylee. On Air Jamaica passengers will experience the legendary Lovebird Hospitality and warm Caribbean smiles on every flight. For more information or to book travel visit www.airjamaica.com.

About Holiday Inn SunSpree Resort Montego Bay
Distinguished as the only 100% all-inclusive resort property in the global Holiday Inn brand portfolio, the 524-room beachfront Holiday Inn SunSpree Resort Montego Bay is a favorite among travelers seeking the very best value for their vacation dollar.  The property is especially ideal for families, offering complimentary self-serve laundry rooms, mini golf, and the award-winning KidSpree™ Vacation Club program featuring a full menu of supervised kids activities.  Child’s play, however, isn’t the only play here.  Adults can take a chance at the electronic casino or at love (destination wedding and honeymoon packages are available).  There’s even a full-service spa, Sol-Mer Spa & Salon, offering a full range of massage and beauty services combining Pevonia products with uniquely Jamaican accents.  
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