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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
HISTORIC FALMOUTH CRUISE PORT SALUTES 
JAMAICA’S BOLD ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENT
Story of Jamaica’s Fight for Emancipation Preserved in Historic Town 
KINGSTON, JAMAICA – March 14, 2011 – The spirit of 18th century Jamaica can still be felt in Falmouth, the capital of Trelawny Parish and home to the new Historic Falmouth Cruise Port. On March 22, the 32-acre, two-berth port will mark its grand opening with the arrival of Royal Caribbean Cruise Line’s Oasis of the Seas, the world’s largest cruise ship. The ship’s arrival will thrust the 240-year-old town into a new era, all while offering visitors a glimpse of its preserved Georgian architecture and rich history, including its significant role in Jamaica’s emancipation movement.  

“Historic Falmouth Cruise Port will feature a wide range of shops and themed restaurants for cruise-goers to explore,” said Jamaica’s Deputy Director of Tourism Jason Hall. “What really sets this port town apart from others, however, is its unprecedented offering of 60 tours, inclusive of a walking and horse-drawn carriage tour through the town itself. A tour of Falmouth is like a walk through our history as a people. From street to street, one can still feel not only Jamaica’s origins, but our growth. The development will further the preservation of Falmouth’s architecture and its character. The new state-of-the-art cruise port will blend into the town, with buildings designed in classic Georgian style and some remaining historic locations in the community being gradually restored. At Historic Falmouth Cruise Port passengers will step off the ship, and back in time.”
Founded in 1769, Falmouth is considered one of the Western Hemisphere’s best-preserved towns from the Georgian era. Its impressive collection of surviving samples of Georgian architectural buildings, which residents have lived in and maintained, is reflective of the town’s rich heritage, notably, the abolition of slavery, a vital chapter of Jamaica’s past. Among the many public buildings of historic significance located in Falmouth stands the William Knibb Memorial Baptist Church. Built by famous Baptist missionary William Knibb (1803-45), an unwavering supporter of abolishing slavery in Jamaica, the church essentially acted as the headquarters of Jamaica’s anti-slavery movement.
Knibb, an English Baptist, came to Jamaica in 1825 as a 21-year-old missionary to serve as a minister to the slaves. When his elder brother Thomas, a missionary-schoolmaster in Jamaica died at 24, William volunteered to replace him. He went on to build several churches, missions and schools in Jamaica, but his first chapel was founded in Falmouth, a town created in the height of Jamaica’s prosperous sugar industry. In the early 19th century, Jamaica had become one of the British Empire's chief sugar exporters, with Falmouth becoming one of the richest sugar areas. As the colonial wealth generated by the sugar industry was historically reaped through slavery, Knibb supported the slaves, as with most English nonconformists of the time, and sided with the cause for emancipation. 
Viewed suspiciously by the planters and other privileged members of Jamaica’s society, Knibb’s life and his church were constantly threatened. His first chapel was destroyed by the militia in 1832, along with many other Baptist and Methodist chapels on the North Coast, following a serious slave rebellion in the western parishes. On the outbreak of the “Great Slave Revolt” led by Sam Sharpe, also known as the “Baptist War,” Knibb and the other ministers were suspected of inciting the slaves and were arrested. The revolt ended with great violence and the colonialists treated the missionaries with great distrust. 
The authorities forced many missionaries to leave Jamaica, but not Knibb, though he was placed under armed guard before being bailed out by two prominent colonialists. With his life threatened by planters plotting against him, Knibb and his family found refuge with one of the island’s leaders. Even so, a large group of planters found him and stoned his lodging for three successive nights. Knibb was taken by canoe from Falmouth to Montego Bay for trial but the charges were dropped.  
The brave missionary continued to preach against slavery in Jamaica and in 1832, Jamaica’s eager Baptist slaves asked Knibb to return to England to plead their cause. There he played a major role in lobbying for passage of the Abolition Bill. The colonial authorities exerted great political power against the growing pressure in Britain for the abolition of slavery in the British colonies. However, as the movement developed, the slaves' excitement and anticipation only grew. 
In May 1833, a bill for the Abolition of Slavery in the Colonies was introduced. By the Emancipation Act of 1834, the slaves were partially freed, and full freedom was granted in 1838. Knibb’s rebuilt chapel was one of the many churches around the island where the slaves congregated all night to waiting and sharing together the first day of freedom – 
August 1, 1838. A sculpture relief in the church depicts this scene. Even following emancipation, Knibb served the slaves as an advisor and even helped raise funds to purchase land, enabling former slaves to farm their own property.

Located at the corner of King and George Streets, the present building was erected in 1948 by the government of Jamaica in recognition of its historic significance as it stands on the site of Knibb’s chapel that was destroyed in the Hurricane of 1944.
Knibb was laid to rest in the churchyard where monuments stand today dedicated to him and members of his family and other Baptist ministers. In 1988, the 150th anniversary of abolition, the government of Jamaica presented a posthumous award, the Order of Merit (OM), to William Knibb, the first white man to receive this high honor.
Visitors to Falmouth can tour the William Knibb Memorial Church, as well as Knibb Memorial High School, located at the corner of Market and Trelawny Streets in Falmouth. Additionally, Old Baptist Manse was originally built as a Masonic temple in 1798 but was later sold to the Baptists. It eventually became the residence of William Knibb.
About Historic Falmouth Cruise Port
The Historic Falmouth Cruise Port was planned as an extension of the local community, providing a comprehensive list of services and activities for tourists and locals. In addition to the authentic historic attractions and points of interest, Historic Falmouth Cruise Port will include restaurants, duty-free and boutique shops, a craft market, offices, and residences within walking distance.
The restoration and preservation of several historic buildings in Falmouth is being undertaken as a multi-government-agency project involving both private and public sectors. It is expected to generate 300 new jobs in addition to the several hundred created during the construction stage.

Falmouth’s historic district is a National Heritage site with many late 18th-century and early 19th-century buildings still standing. Also recognized by the World Monuments Fund, Falmouth has been listed on that organization’s Watch List of 100 Most Endangered Sites four times in the last decade. This rich architectural heritage gave inspiration to the design of the project, which will support a natural integration with the historic town of Falmouth.

More details about Historic Falmouth Port are available at www.visitjamaica.com or from the Jamaica Tourist Board at 1-800-JAMAICA (1-800-526-2422).
About the Jamaica Tourist Board

The Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB), founded in 1955, is Jamaica’s national tourism agency based in the capital city of Kingston. The JTB was declared the Caribbean’s Leading Tourist Board by the World Travel Awards (WTA) from 2006 to 2010. Also in 2010, Jamaica earned the WTA’s vote for the World’s Leading Cruise Destination, Caribbean’s Leading Destination and Caribbean’s Leading Cruise Destination for the fourth consecutive year. Additionally, Montego Bay was named the World’s Leading Beach Destination, Ocho Rios was named the Caribbean’s Leading Cruise Port and Sangster International Airport was voted the Caribbean’s Leading Airport.

JTB offices are located in Kingston, Montego Bay, Miami, Toronto and London. Representative offices are located in Düsseldorf, Barcelona, Rome, Amsterdam and Tokyo.  

For details on upcoming special events, attractions and accommodations in Jamaica go to the JTB’s Web site at www.visitjamaica.com, or call the Jamaica Tourist Board at 1-800-JAMAICA (1-800-526-2422). Follow the JTB on Facebook at www.facebook.com/visitjamaica, on Twitter at www.twitter.com/visitjamaicanow or on YouTube at www.youtube.com/aboutjamaicajtb. 

About the Port Authority of Jamaica

The Port Authority of Jamaica is a statutory corporation established as the principal

maritime agency responsible for the regulation and development of Jamaica’s port and shipping

industry. Under its brand Cruise Jamaica, the Authority is responsible for the development,

management and marketing of Jamaica’s four cruise ports: Ocho Rios, Montego Bay, Port

Antonio and now Historic Falmouth. For more information, visit http://www.cruisejamaica.com.
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