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JAMAICA’S TOURISM SECTOR MAKES SIGNIFICANT STRIDES IN

PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT

KINGSTON, JAMAICA – November 12, 2009 – In an effort to meet the needs of all visitors, Jamaica’s tourist industry has continued on a path towards diversifying its product.  As part of its strategy to achieve the projected increase in arrivals, despite the challenging economic environment, tremendous investment has been made in the island’s hotels sector.   
The island’s room stock has grown at a rapid rate over the last three years, due in large measure to an increase in the number of luxury developments along the island’s North Coast. 

OCHO RIOS
· SuperClubs Resorts, recently announced a decision to realign, elevate and expand its Breezes brand. On November 1, 2009 the island’s two AAA Four Diamond Grand Lido properties changed their names. The Grand Lido Braco Resort & Spa is now known as Breezes Rio Bueno Resort & Spa while Starfish Trelawny has been renamed Breezes Trelawny.
· Island Outpost broke ground for the expansion of its famed GoldenEye resort on August 14, 2009.  Phase 1 of the expansion will include the establishment of 11 beachfront cottages and a new beachfront restaurant, which is expected to be completed by 2010.  The architectural décor will mirror the classic Caribbean cottage complete with contemporary comforts: wood-clad exteriors, jalousie shutters, and exotic outdoor showers.
· Couples Tower Isle reopened May 2009. The resort underwent a US$15 million (J$1.08 billion) upgrade which saw the construction of an additional three floor complex of 20 rooms, refurbishing of the existing bars and main lobby and the creation of a new swim-up pool bar and state of the art spa.  The resort now boasts 226 guest rooms.  
· Jamaica Inn, temporarily closed in August 2009 to undergo general refurbishing, reopened on October 11.  The roof of the Spa and the pool in the White Suite underwent repairs; and all rooms and public areas were renovated. 
MONTEGO BAY

· AM Resorts broke ground for its Secrets St. James and Secrets Montego Bay resorts in December 2008, marking the debut of the Secrets brand in Jamaica. The side-by-side resorts, located at the Montego Bay Freeport, will feature 700 rooms and are scheduled to open in March 2010. Secrets St. James will feature a British colonial air, while Secrets Montego Bay takes its inspiration from the island surroundings. The two resorts, which share a common area, will feature 14 bars, lounges and gourmet a la carte restaurants, lavish spas with oceanfront massage cabanas, private concierge on every guest floor, state-of-the-art open-air theater, and a full array of activities.
· Grand Palladium Jamaica Resort & Spa has announced that its hotel’s pools which were closed at various periods in September 2009 for refurbishing reopened at the end of October.
· Round Hill which closed in August 2009 to undergo general refurbishing was reopened on October 13, 2009. 
· Solís The Palmyra Resort & Spa, the island’s first luxury beachfront residential community, situated on 16 acres of pristine waterfront land on the Rose Hall estate is set to open Winter 2009. Solís The Palmyra offers 299 beautifully appointed guestrooms plus one-, two- three- and four-bedroom suites, penthouses and private villas that feature between 645 to 2,600 square feet of living space with large private terraces. The resort will boast the Caribbean’s first branded world-class 30,000 square foot ESPA and an ocean-view fitness center. Guests will have a wide array of dining options with five venues offering authentic, internationally inspired dishes with organic choices, a gourmet shop and wine cellar featuring fine wines from around the world. The property features 13,000 square-feet of indoor meeting space and outdoor event lawns. Private concierge, butler, maid and chef services are available at a premium and are included with each private villa. 
· The Iberostar Rose Hall Beach & Spa Resort closed August 2009 in order to perform scheduled upgrades and preventative maintenance to the property. While a reopening date has not yet been determined, the property is expected to open in time for the winter tourist season. During the closure, guests are being accommodated at the Iberostar Rose Hall Suites and the Iberostar Rose Hall Grand.
· The Sugar Mill Restaurant at Half Moon, Montego Bay which was temporarily closed from September in order to facilitate major refurbishing reopened effective, October 29, 2009. 
· Coyaba Beach Resort is currently renovating 24 of its rooms. The 52-room resort closed in September 2009, with reopening date yet to be determined. 

· RIU Montego Bay, located in Ironshore, celebrated its first anniversary in August 2009. 

The resort which boasts 681 rooms, is the first RIU property in Montego Bay and the fourth in Jamaica. Among the features of the beachfront resort are three specialty-themed restaurants, five bars and a conference room. 
· Rose Hall Resort & Spa which recently became a member of Hilton Hotels & Resorts has undergone a $40 million transformation. Among its enhanced refurbishment is a plan to open ClubNine99, a chic and compelling new nightclub space that will entice guests to enjoy a vibrant mix of island joviality and cosmopolitan style. Augmenting Rose Hall’s already expansive pool and beach offerings is a newly constructed boat dock, which connects directly to the watersports center, granting convenient and dry access to tour, parasailing and fishing boats. Located on the east end of the resort’s private beach, the dock extends 40-feet into the Caribbean Sea, providing ample space for small craft docking as well as an outlet for fishing enthusiasts to try their luck. In addition, the pier may be used for intimate special events such as sunset wedding ceremonies – offering a truly romantic backdrop of azure blue waves and majestic island mountains.

KINGSTON
· Spanish Court Hotel was recently transformed from a well-known themed shopping complex into a business hotel. This property, located in the heart of the New Kingston business district, began taking guests on February 1, 2009, but officially opened in June. The hotel boasts 108 rooms, including 6 junior suites and two 1-bedroom suites which combine to form the Royal Suite.  It also features a pool bar, restaurant, and business centre (accommodating 70 people theatre style) with a dedicated concierge. 
· The Courtleigh Hotel & Suites will be undergoing extensive preventative maintenance and refreshment programs which are expected to be completed by early 2010. The guestrooms will continue to highlight the best of today’s conveniences with flat screen TV’s, complimentary high-speed wireless Internet service both in-room and available throughout the property, direct dial telephones with voice mail and speaker phone, cable television with premium movie channels, work desk, in-room coffee/tea maker, clock radio/alarm with CD player and refrigerators. The majestic two-bedroom Presidential Suite, the Penthouse One bedroom Suites (3) and Penthouse Deluxe rooms (6) along with all one-bedroom suites (35) feature iPod dockings stations and customized features. Optional kitchenettes, new sofa beds or a complete business office are also on offer for their long stay guests and/or families.   
SOUTH COAST

· Minerva, Jake’s newest and most premium villa located in Fort Charles, Treasure Beach, is now a part of Island Outpost’s luxury villas collection. 

· Sandals Whitehouse temporarily closed in August 2009 and is expected to reopen December 18, 2009.
NEGRIL

· CocoLaPalm has made several additions to the property including a Wedding gazebo and fountain. Improvements have been made to the swimming pools and the property’s ventilation system. Flat screen televisions have been added to all Junior suites. Soft furnishings in rooms have also been replaced. 
· The Caves will be launching a new Cigar & Rum Bar in November 2009. It will feature the finest premium liquors including aged rums and fine cognacs.  

· Rondel Village is in the process of performing scheduled upgrades to the property.  The window air conditioning units in all rooms will be replaced with split system units.  Wireless internet will soon be available in all areas of the hotel and in the near future, hair dryers will be among the updated features of all rooms and villas. 
· Point Village Resort has plans to upgrade the facilities and products being offered to guests, starting year end. Its Paradise Garden Café, which is presently an Italian Restaurant, will be transformed to embrace international cuisine. Guests who vacation at the resort can now take advantage of special, new and upgraded packages from romance to family oriented deals, which were introduced mid-October.  
PORT ANTONIO 

· For the ardent nature enthusiast, Hotel Mocking Bird Hill will be constructing a special “tower” above their existing bar terrace to give guests a panoramic view of its lush, organic tropical gardens. It will also be an ideal secluded and romantic location for intimate weddings. Work is also being done to establish a sculpture park and renovations will be done to their economy rooms making them more spacious and comfortable.
About Jamaica Tourist Board

The Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB), founded in 1955, is Jamaica’s national tourism agency based in the capital city of Kingston. The JTB was declared the Caribbean’s Leading Tourist and Convention Bureau by the World Travel Awards (WTA) from 2006 to 2009, while Jamaica earned the WTA’s vote as the World’s Leading Cruise Destination, the Caribbean’s Leading Destination and the Caribbean’s Leading Cruise Destination, for the third consecutive year.
JTB offices are located in Kingston, Montego Bay, Miami, Toronto and London. Representative offices are located in Düsseldorf, Barcelona, Rome, Amsterdam and Tokyo.  

For details on upcoming special events, attractions and accommodations in Jamaica go to the Jamaica Tourist Board’s Web site at www.visitjamaica.com, or call the Jamaica Tourist Board at 1-800-JAMAICA (1-800-526-2422).
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