
FERTILISER COMPANY Newport
Fersan Jamaica will be developing a
pier to accommodate large ships as
the company looks to overseas mar-
kets in search of growth.

Newport Fersan is already test-
ing the waters with a one-off con-
tract for 4,950 metric tonnes, or
99,000 bags of fertilisers ordered
by Cuba.

The first shipment of 2,650
tonnes was expected to depart
Saturday aboard the Triton Blue,
the second will be shipped by
October 29, the company said.

“This is a pure Jamaican product
being exported, which is success-
fully competing with other suppli-
ers in the region in terms of quality,
delivery time and price,” said man-
aging director Dennis Valdez,
referring to the deal with Cuba,
which he said was valued at
CDN$3 million and facilitated by
an EXIM Bank Jamaica’s Cuban
line of credit used to boost capacity
at the Fersan plant.

Valdez had told Sunday Business

that Newport Fersan is awaiting
approval from NEPA to develop its
own wharf facilities at the plant’s
Newport East location.

“We are in the finalising stages
to start a new wharf,” said Valdez.
“The plans are at the NEPA stage
now. Once NEPA agrees, we can
go ahead with the plans.”

APPLICATION BEING ASSESSED
Natalie Fearon, manager of pub-

lic education and corporate com-
munications at NEPA, told Sunday
Business that the application is
being assessed.

The company is investing about

US$2 million (J$172m) in the
development, said Valdez.

“We are in dialogue with com-
mercial banks to seek funding. We
will not be seeking government
aid. The rest will come from pri-
vate funding,” he said.

“Building this wharf will reduce
the cost of doing business since we
will have our own wharf. We will
be able to do all our operations in
our own land. We will be able to
accommodate larger vessels. This
will represent large savings in
freight and charges.”

Valdez also said the new pier
would also facilitate Newport

Fersan’s raw-material imports.
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THE UNIVERSITY of Technology has
selected HDB Construction Limited to
develop its new hospitality school, but

needs Cabinet to sign off on the contract valued
at J$450.99 million.

The near half-a-billion dollar job involves the
renovation of an existing building into a two-
storey structure to be used both as a teaching
facility as well as a training centre.

Kofi Young, vice president of planning and
operations at UTech told Sunday Business the
existing facility and its equipment, now used by
662 full-time students reading for a Bachelor of
Science degree in hospitality and tourism 
management, are outdated.

The new building, Young said, will have “all
the facilities that are required for the practical
aspect of the programme”. And it will be built to
accommodate physically-challenged persons, he
said.

Included in the design of the School of
Hospitality and Tourism Management Teaching

Facility, is a restaurant and the replica of a hotel
operation consisting of eight demonstration
rooms. Other major additions to the existing
facility will include a public bar, dining
facilities, laboratories to teach food and
beverage courses, management offices
and a demonstration theatre, and a
housekeeping training laboratory.

ON-SITE TRAINING FACILITY
UTech currently has an arrange-

ment with the on-campus but privately
owned and operated restaurant,
Lillian’s, as an on-site training facility for
students pursuing the course. Lillian’s is a
commercial restaurant.

The hospitality school is being funded jointly
by the Caribbean Development Bank and the
Jamaican Government. UTech hopes to have a
similar facility established at the Western cam-
pus to be developed at Holland Estate, Trelawny
and is said to be in discussions with the
Ministry of Tourism about its feasibility.

Young says the school designated for the
Kingston campus could expand in the future,

and that
the designs

make “struc-
tural provision” for a third

floor which would include features such as
additional hotel rooms, solar water heaters to
serve the laboratories, and space for a spa.

The HDB contract has already been endorsed
by the National Contracts Commission.

The project duration and start date for con-
struction were not disclosed.
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services resulted over the decade
in the reduction of global sales
for the film and music, which is
down 27 per cent from a high of
US$32.7 million in 2008.

However, Evon
Mullings an 
economist and
general
manager
at
Jamaica
Music
Society
(JAMMS) said
that piracy accounts for
only a portion of the
decline. JAMMS, set
up in 2006, collects
royalties for record
producers and
those who own
sound recording
masters.

“It would not be reasonable to
attribute the general decline in
net inflows solely to the decline
in sale of audio products or 
the shift in consumption 
from physical to digital audio 
formats,” said Mullings.

“Other factors in the music
industry, that contribute to net
inflows, such as income from
cultural professionals and practi-
tioners, such as performing
artistes and musicians, who ply
their craft abroad, have also been
experiencing some level of
decline in demand for their serv-
ices, for various reasons, espe-
cially in more recent times,” he
said, alluding to the revocation of
US working visas for five top
dancehall entertainers in April
2010 for undisclosed reasons.

The US is the world’s largest
music market.

Mullings said the maturation of
the physical CD musical format
and the rise of digital music has
also affected inflows but that the
“digital format, in general, is still
not compensating fully for the
decline in sale of physical
copies”.

Jamaica’s copyright earnings are
valued at about US$465 million,
or 4.8 per cent of GDP, according
to a 2008 World Intellectual
Property Organisation-sponsored
study conducted by Dr Vanus
James.

“Not only do we have compar-
ative advantage in the creation of

our own cultural products, but
there is a large external market
and demand for these products
and services. The correct mix
of public policies, incentives
and financing opportunities,

industry structure, for cultur-
al professionals, practitioners

and support organisations
could help to harness

more of the global
potential and

thereby increase
the net inflows for

cultural industries,” he
argued.

JAMMS saw
a net outflow of
earnings from

its royalty collections last year. It
resulted from the island playing
more international material on
radio than overseas based radio
stations playing Jamaican content.

“The potential does exist how-
ever, for the gap between inflows
and outflows to be narrowed 
considerably, in the medium term,
as we forge more partnerships in
territories where Jamaican music
has significant presence, and by
so doing, increase our intake of
performance royalties from those
foreign markets,” said Mullings.

Film, music and other creative
industry jobs doubled in 2010
resulting in a 61 per cent rise in
spending to some J$574 million
over year earlier levels, accord-
ing to the Economic and Social
Survey Jamaica 2010 published
annually by the Planning Institute
of Jamaica.

Some 1,540 persons were em-
ployed for these projects, com-
pared to about 740 in 2009,
according to data published in
April this year. The increased
employment came when most
other sectors were experiencing
job cuts due to the global and
local recession.
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