JLP to preserve existing tourism markets, exploring new ones

FROM THE MANIFESTOS:

This is the second in a new series ‘From the Manifestos’, which will look at several key areas
presented by the ruling Jamaica Labour Party (JLP) and the Opposition People’s National Party
in the lead up to the December 29 general election.

THE ruling Jamaica Labour Party (JLP) said it intends to increase Jamaica’s tourism market
share by preserving traditional markets while exploring new markets in nontraditional countries.

This the party said is currently being met through integrated strategies such as the
development of the tourism product, new investments in tourism, aggressive and innovative
marketing of the destination and support for adequate airlift capacity.

As part of the plan to diversify the tourism industry, the JLP said that it will promote the
development of more highvalue luxury accommodation including condominiums, develop
wellness facilities to take advantage of natural spas as well as attract health care entrepreneurs to
encourage them to establish medical facilities offering clinical and surgical procedures.

The party is also proposing to provide renewed support for the development of the South
Coast adventure and ecotourism, as well as promote heritage tourism consistent with the policy
on the development of heritage sites and the marketing of cultural traditions.

The JLP said that it is formulating a strategic plan for the development of Portland and St
Thomas as unique tourist resorts, as well as continue to encourage the development of new state-
of-the-art attractions beyond the five that were opened in 2011.

Draft eco-tourism guidelines for the development of caves, sinkholes and shafts are said to
have been prepared and guidelines on trails and water features are being developed. The JLP said
that it will provide grants and concessionary loans for the upgrading of small hotels and villas to
assist them in developing special programmes for advertising and marketing.

It is also promoting the expansion of marinas in Ocho Rios and Montego Bay which it said
will be aggressively marketed, along with the Port Antonio marina to attract mega-yacht visitors
and sport fishing activities.

In a bid to enhance Jamaica’s dutyfree shopping, the party said that it is establishing a new
regime for in-bond merchants.

There is also a new impetus for craft production and marketing through the establishment of a
sophisticated craft training centre on the North Coast to enable craftsmen to produce high quality
craft items, as well as upgrading and improving the management of existing craft markets.

The JLP said that it will also be leveraging the recently completed convention centre in
Montego Bay to attract more high value convention visitors, in addition to pursuing the
development of a hospitality college, either as an independent entity or as a college of one of the
existing universities, to train persons for middle and senior level positions in the tourism sector.

It also hopes to develop a tourismrelated course to be taught in schools and to be an accredited
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curriculum subject to increase awareness and appreciation of the value of tourism to the nation.
As for tourism policies, the JLP said that it is providing a policy and service framework to
foster investment and growth and will also focus on promoting tourism awareness and support
for service excellence, as well as facilitate and sustain environmental management.
It also announced a plan to develop a national policy on health and wellness tourism and
sports tourism.
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Tourists at souvenir stores in Western Jamaica.
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