
What if US asks
for ‘John Public’?
THE EDITOR, Sir:
LET US forget for a minute that
there is an outstanding extradition
request for Christopher ‘Dudus’
Coke. Picture, if you will, that the
request is for any ordinary
Jamaican with no political ties.
This Jamaican works hard and is
on his way to achieving his goals,
he has relatives/friends in the
United States, they are involved in
criminal activities of which he has
no idea.

They send money for him to
either transact business for them,
maybe they help him pay his
school fees or pay off a loan. Due
to the harsh economic times, they
promise to send him a barrel with
foodstuff. He is grateful.

Included in the barrel is a bag for
a friend who will come to collect it.
This relative is of interest to the US
State Department, he calls and says
he has shipped off the ‘stuff’ and it
will arrive at a particular date and
you must remember to give the bag
to his friend.

PROTESTING INNOCENCE
Everything goes as planned.

Next, you hear you are wanted for
a number of charges, including
money laundering and gun and
drug trafficking. You claim your
innocence, but they have the tele-
phone conversation, the records of
you receiving money and clearing
the barrel, etc. Would you be clam-
ouring for extradition?

Even those who you thought
were your friends will distance
themselves from you and make
disparaging remarks, “Ah long
t ime him ah gwan wid dem
things deh”, etc. Even if you are
found to be innocent, your life
and reputat ion would have
already been damaged and there
will still be those who claim your
guilt. Sounds far-fetched? It can
happen to any ordinary ‘Old Joe
or Jane’.

I will not speculate about Mr
Coke’s guilt or innocence. But if it
were you, would you not want your
rights protected? Lest we forget,
the US has tried to bully us before.
In one such case, they threatened
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Air Jamaica must go, give us the
full details on sale

THIS NEWSPAPER has for a long time
backed the move by the Golding adminis-
tration to relieve Jamaican taxpayers of the

burden of the losses generated by Air Jamaica,
the state-owned airline.

Indeed, as Prime Minister Bruce Golding
remarked recently, the more than US$1.3-bil-
lion deficit accumulated by Air Jamaica during
its lifetime – over half of which came when it
was under private control – could have fixed
many schools and hospitals, thus helping to
improve the quality of education and health in
the country.

But we are where we are. And that is a place,
we believe, of consensus that the state can no
longer afford to annually shell out around
US$130 million, or over J$11 billion, a year to
keep the business afloat. That is perhaps the
equivalent to the loss of all other state companies
combined.

The move to divest Air Jamaica obviously
makes sense. We are concerned, however, that the
administration’s clumsy handling of the effort is
breeding not only uncertainty, but deepening
opposition to a deal involving Caribbean Airlines,
the carrier owned by the Trinidad and Tobago
government. No one is clear, precisely, what is
happening.

LACK OF CLARITY WORRYING
This lack of clarity and transparency is particu-

larly worrying for the Government is well aware
of Air Jamaica’s iconic status in Jamaica and the
sensitivities that were always likely to be aroused
by its transference to foreign hands.

Discerning people were, of course, always
aware that  a  s t ra ightforward sale  of  Air
Jamaica was unlikely – certainly not in this
difficult global economic environment, which
is especially bad for the airline industry. No
one was about to embrace the company’s huge
debts. These would have to become a direct

l iabi l i ty  of  the Jamaican s ta te .  The
Government should have made this pellucid
from the start.

Despite public sentiments in favour of the
pilot-led employee group that belatedly put
in a bid for the carrier, the Government was
clearly right not to end negotiations with
Caribbean Airlines to accommodate their
offer. Not only would this have been a breach
of procedure but, as Mr Golding said, they
needed to demonstrate that they had the equity
finance to run the business. They have not
done  th i s  to  the  sa t i s fac t ion  o f  the
Government.

APPROACH TO DEAL WANTING
Yet, the Government’s approach to the deal

with Caribbean Airlines, at least how it manages
information, has been wanting. What it communi-
cated to the public was too murky, when it should
have been full and precise that this was not a con-
ventional acquisition of the assets and liabilities
of one company by another.

Then there was the public controversy over
whether Caribbean Airlines would be designated
exclusive national carrier for Jamaica, as was con-
tained in an original letter of intent from which,
according to Mike Henry, the administration has
now retreated.

Additionally, there is the confusion over when
Caribbean Airlines will actually assume its short-
term ‘management’ of the old Air Jamaica, and
whether what it is buying are Air Jamaica’s
profitable routes which, on the face of it, makes
economic sense.

It is important for Prime Minister Golding to
urgently lay out the facts of the deal, as well as
outline Air Jamaica’s most recent account, so that
people are aware of the issues at hand. The con-
fusing dribble of information is causing more
harm than good.

THE EDITOR, Sir:

WHEN IT comes to law enforcement, the
United States acts as if Jamaica is the
51st state. The last time I checked, we

got Independence in 1962 from England, not them.
Any way you look at it, we are a sovereign nation.

In obtaining evidence against Christopher
‘Dudus’ Coke, the United States violated
Jamaican law and expects our judicial system to
comply. If such an incident was to take place in
the USA, the accused would be walking free. I do
not support wrongdoing but it would be a viola-
tion of human rights to pack a citizen of an inde-
pendent nation and send him to the USA.

It is pass due time that someone stands up to
their bullying. Being that those in the PNP are
questioning the prime minister’s action, it clearly
shows they do not have the interest of our citizens
at heart.

We need leaders who are not afraid of saying

no to big bully America. The people of Jamaica
need to remember the American justice system
can’t be trusted and will do anything possible to
make a case. Let us not forget they are yet to find
weapons of mass destruction in Iraq. I’m sure we
all remember, as the whole world watched, as
they sat and lied and presented fake evidence to
support their ridiculous claim. This was all done
so they could have invaded Iraq for oil.

Knowing this about America, should we send
one of our citizens there before letting them show
what evidence they have to support their claim?
Well, that is what the USA is hoping for, but the
prime minister said no and the PNP says other-
wise. People of Jamaica, what do you say? Let us
remember that a man is innocent until proven
guilty and, if that is true, then I support the prime
minister’s decision.

I am etc.,
BRIAN LYNCH
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What plans to
tackle crime?
THE EDITOR, Sir:
I AM a college student who has a
keen interest in the growth and devel-
opment of my country. But when I
observe the path that the country is
heading down, I am forced to ask the
following question: What is the min-
ister of national security’s plan to
tackle this very serious crime prob-
lem?

Prior to the Golding administration,
he gave commitment to tackle the prob-
lem, without fear or favour. I am yet to
see that materialise. And even if he did,
we are not seeing the fruits.

May I say I am fully aware that the
crime situation in Jamaica is not easy
to deal with, neither should this
administration be blamed for the
way it has escalated over the last
decade. What I am simply asking of
the prime minister and his adminis-
tration is what are the plans to com-
bat this monster?

I am etc.,
DERVAN MYERS
myersdervan@yahoo.com
Heathfield district
St Elizabeth

‘Tabloid’ review 
of Seaga book
THE EDITOR, Sir:
GIVEN CAROLYN Cooper’s inci-
sive commentary on Jamaican culture
and politics, I was disappointed in her
review of Edward Seaga’s autobiog-
raphy. Professor Cooper’s tone
(“sophisticated strip tease”, “juicy
details”) was more suited to a tabloid
personality magazine than to a review
of a serious non-fiction book. 

She focused not on the period of
Jamaican history during which Mr
Seaga grew up, entered politics and
led the country, but on the lack of
information about his private life.
After all, no one questioned
Frederick Douglass’ decision to
omit personal details from his auto-
biographies, or his emphasis on the
historical events of his life as an
abolitionist.

I am, etc.,
CYNTHIA DAVIS, PhD
cdavis-sbaschnig@umuc.edu
Academic Director, 
Dept of English
University of Maryland/
University College

Delve deeper
into research
THE EDITOR, Sir:
IN ADDITION to fostering high-
er education, universities and col-
leges are also to take the charge
in research. As a first-time educa-
tion research student, I initially
fel t  overwhelmed with my
research topic that was a local
issue with huge implications, and
was concerned with the fact that

financial sanctions against Jamaica
in 1996.

So before we jump around and
try and hide our visa, think if it was
not Christopher ‘Dudus’ Coke,
what would be the cry?

I am, etc.,
JADE JULY
jadejuly73@hotmail.com

there was little or no local-refer-
ence literature.

Since the research topic is a uni-
versal one, I was of the view that
there would be local, as well as
international, literature. Being
made aware of this lack of local lit-
erature, naturally there was the
urge to change the topic, but I
decided against that after consulta-
tion with my lecturer.

One hopes that other frustrated
research students like me will go
ahead and complete their papers,
which may very well be a source to
future education researchers and/or
researchers in general.

The onus is, therefore, on our
local universities and colleges to
delve deeper into the field of
research. Research that will venture
into new horizons; research that
will build on the foundations that
are already set; research that will
cause the necessary investment in
our youth; research that will make
us a force to be reckoned with; and,
finally, research that will lead to
exploring our peoples, tropical cli-
mate, technology, geography, edu-
cation system, and our arts and cul-
ture.

The minds are here and we have
done it before and can compete
with any Ivy League university or
college in the world.

“Education is simply the soul of
a society as it passes from one gen-
eration to another.” – Gilbert K.
Chesterton

I am, etc.,
RODWIN GREEN
rodwingreen@yahoo.com

SEAGA

         


